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Introduction 


IMPORTANT NOTE TO THE READER 


The words that follow should be understood not as newly found 
ideas but as geological strata underneath our feet. Almost twenty 
years ago 1 began an exploration to answer one question—how 
can women make revolutionary change? These first few essays/ 
chapters represent ideas that radical women as a whole were trying 
to use as starting tools against patriarchy. We were focused on 
what might happen if the world majority of women didn’t learn to 
take over the leadership of the national liberation movements that 
were then reshaping the world. We were looking especially at what 
had developed out of the popular “socialist” revolutions like China 
and Vietnam which carried the hopes of many millions of oppressed 
women. 


So these early essays represent both that period and a time of 
transition. During those years this first part was published in 
somewhat different form in the Amazon journal, Bottomfish Blues. 
Before we fully understood that both the states created by the 
anti-colonial revolutions of the 20th century and our own Women’s 
Liberation movement itself had been taken over by a careerist, 
pro-capitalist species. We were not so separate as we believed, 
but part of a complex, larger tide that we had only started to 
understand. 


Appearing in an underground radical feminist journal that was 
published only sporadically and distributed somewhat randomly, 
these early chapters had to be shaped to stand alone. We knew 
that perhaps some sister would read one episode but never see 
another. So there is some duplication and repetitiveness of ideas, 
which 1 can only ask you to be patient about. 


Now women are at a nodal point of change, for those hopeful 
mass revolutions of the 20th century are gone. Women everywhere 
are left unable to answer the violent repression and 
miniaturization that is women’s life. It is a new period in world 
politics, and i’m not so disoriented as to believe that the answers to 
anew time can come from reading old documents. But since there 
is nO women’s history, no women’s world politics yet, i offer this 
past radical feminist work as stones in the future foundation of our 
liberation. 
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i’ Il admit that i was tempted to rewrite everything, but we don’t 
have years to update essays. It’s a new world crisis for women & 
children. From forced mass exiles and famines, millions dying in 
the AIDS plague and the acceleration in the slave trade in women 
all over the world... to the new men’s sport of slaughtering women. 
To live we need to move into the future. Life, we know, is not just 
that somehow in some shape we physically survive. Life is being 
able to do what you choose. To have the power that is ours. 


Now i am still working to answer how can women make 
revolutionary change? No longer as equality with men or taking 
a role in men’s revolutions, but overthrowing the world of men. 


Right now “post-feminist” women in the capitalist metropolis 
think life is just getting better & better. Hillary, women’s pro sports, 
flying jets over the Third World bombing away, and business 
opportunities, too. Who woulda imagined? It couldn’t be whiter for 
us. I think we are like those newly-enfranchised German women 
in the liberal Weimar Republic days during 1919-1933. Sleep walking 
on the edge of the precipice. For patriarchal capitalism 1s always 
dangerous for us. Deadly dangerous. 


The approaching tidal wave should alert us. In country after 
country, right wing men are re-enslaving women as a subhuman 
class. You know this already, don’t you? This is the largest mass 
political movement in the world by far. Let that sink into your mind, 
sis—the largest political movement inthe 
world of men. & 


A counter-trend also rose into * 
life in this same historic moment = * 
of intertwined danger & . 
opportunity. And the / 9\ 

counter-trend is not / hj 
liberalism but the arming ia 
of women in politics. But 
this counter-trend has 
been co-opted into the - 
recruiting of women as 
soldiers in patriarchal 
armies. Whether in 
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Nicaragua, the Militia Movement, or the u.s. Air Force. Indeed, as 
the u.s. military strains to cover the globe it would literally collapse 
without women soldiers. While still women have no army of our 
own, no foreign policy that is ours, no rescue force, no territory, no 
home base. No home. 


In these first three chapters we are restarting from ground zero. 
For our most basic understanding of how women should even think 
of civilization must be questioned. Many things have happened since 
these chapters were written, but the main trend of global events 
has only added momentum to the direction my exploration took. 
The same is true for those outriders of Women’s intellectual 
advance. Among others, Octavia Butler, Christina Thurmer-Rohr, 
Suzy McKee Charnas, and Maria Mies*, have lit up the terrain in 
flashes ahead of us. 


Now, in this exploration, we are moving onto the ground of meta- 
politics. Wild, vast and more primal than the little, fenced-in suburban 
plots of what amerikkka calls “politics”. From the rape bordellos of 
the Balkans to the mass murder by AIDS in Afrika, women are 
being pushed to understand men’s society and, most importantly, 
ourselves, in a different way. The longest Amazon journey begins 


= on 


> 


* These first chapters relied heavily on Maria Mies’ book, Patriarchy & 
Accumulation On a World Scale. i want to acknowledge her pioneering 
work, but also to note that these early chapters were written during the 
1980s when Mies’ book had met with little interest here with u.s. women 
and had gone out of print. With her study unavailable, i wanted to keep 
her research in women’s sight the best i could. For more about these 
authors see inside back cover. 
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“Amazon isn'ta 
dot.com, it’s about 
killing men” 


“Adolf Hitler allegedly dreamed of fighting a trio of 
naked Amazons riding through space. He broke his 
spear against one of them in a vain attempt to kill her, 
for he was sure the Amazons were really Jews.” 
—Judy Grahn 


Why should we need Amazons? Women have always killed 
men. From time way out of mind. Prisons are full of women who 
stabbed men, shot holes in men’s precious bodies, ran men over 
with cars, poisoned men, beat men to death with some real “heavy 
metal” as they slept. X-ray through your lying local newspaper, 
you’ ll see. Nothing new. So still & again, Amazon isn’t a dot.com, 
it’s about killing men & the gender male. 


Why should we need Amazons? Women have \ 
always fought in men’s wars. Been soldiers. Look — 
backwards and forwards in time, we’re there. 
Not the myth, not the men. Us. Even in feudal — 
Japan, one of the greatest Samurai warriors of / 
the 13th century was the maiden Tomoe, of 
whom the Kamakura records that in one battle 
“when all the others had been slain, among: * 
the last seven rode Tomoe.” In World War 
II, during the terrible fighting retreat from the 
invading Nazi armies, the desperate Soviets 
threw into aerial combat thousands of volunteer 
women pilots in makeshift squadrons led by 
women. In Italy some 30,000 armed women 
fought in the Partisan guerrillas against the 
fascists. So these GI. Janes in khaki flying u.s. army 
helicopters stuff is nothing new except maybe to us. 
We who don’t remember who we are. 
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Even Adolf Hitler, who was scared shitless of us, needed women 
much more than we wanna admit. While he was in prison and 
afterwards, after his 1923 Munich macho disaster, women not men 
held his puny party together. “J left jail after thirteen months 
imprisonment to find they had sustained the movement,” Hitler 
admitted. Nazi dicks bailed, but us women were a rock. Isn’t that 
a time-hammered cliche? 


Then Hitler needed a whole new level of propaganda for his 
politics, whose followers had to be swept into leaving all known 
moral compass points behind them. So over the sexist objections of 
his men Hitler personally empowered filmmaker Leni Riefenstahl 
to be a key propagandist for him. Her brilliant movie “Triumph of 
the Will” was the cultural equivalent of the famous Nazi high 
explosive aerial bombing-annihilation of the city of Guernica. One 
German Jew who survived remembers how his entire high school 

had to watch her film, with the few Jewish students 

sitting segregated in front. Afterwards, stirred 

pats to a patriotic enthusiasm, the teachers 

watched with approval as the 

. Jews were ritually 

beaten up by their 

classmates. Who says 

women can’t break 

the “glass 
ceiling’? 
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Even his personal pilot at war’s 
end was a girl. Hitler trusted only 
Hanna Reitsch , Germany’s top test 
pilot, to fly him in and out of a 
besieged Berlin increasingly 
covered by Allied fighter planes. 
Hanna truly was an adventurer but 
the total opposite of Amazons like 
Harriet Tubman. On her last trip, 
her little plane shot up and her co- 
pilot badly wounded, the Soviet 
tanks and air squadrons swallowing 
Berlin, she begged her Fuhrer for 
permission to stay and fight by his 
side until the end (bad patriarchal | FRM 7) . 
soap operas with loyal women, will Tenia Rettsch 
they never end?). Hitler refused, 
ordering her to escape. 


Which Hanna did, to... Ghana’s Afrikan liberation leader Kwame 
Nkrumah. Always adventuring by finding new men to serve, Hanna 
Reitsch was passed from Hitler to Indian President Nehru to 
Ghana’s President Nkrumah. Who trusted her as a valuable 
assistant. Nkrumah had big schemes, of Hanna using her Nazi 
experience to home-grow an Afrikan air force for him. The same 
way that the German military did after defeat in World War I. He 
planned for a glider corps for boys creating a new mass pilot base 
& aviation infrastructure. It didn’t come to pass, but Hanna was 
busy busy. Since Hanna never gave up serving her beloved white 
men, it was inevitable that she was also doubling as a secret 
intelligence source reporting to the u.s. embassy on Nkrumah’s 
anti-colonial plans. 


So why should we need Amazons? There is no men’s cause, no 
matter how holy or evil, that women have not only been the sacrifices 
for but adventured in, fought for and killed over. So we really don’t 
need to romanticize over some lost Amazon in his-story, over some 
woman warrior or adventurer or other. Let’s take our abilities for 
granted. We can really walk that walk. 
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World War II: Soviet pilots report back after combat mission 

As Jessica Amanda Salmonson writes in her Amazon books: 
“Restless as the moon, in every human epoch the female of 
our species has soldiered and adventured, to great sorrow, 
and great reward... The histories of every nation, culture and 
society reveal, however reluctantly, countless Amazon figures.” 


It’s on us to know the full dimensions of what this means. For 
just as we are not myths, neither are we simply soldiers and 
adventurers. Amazons fight for justice, for womankind. 
Inescapably, our Amazon lives are political. This is what the capitalist 
patriarchy tries to suppress about us above all else. And Amazons 
are about killing men. Not some of them but the entire gender. We 
want them to be an endangered species, because in the end either 
they or we will be. i noticed in my medical book the funny line, 
“Complete tracheal obstruction is incompatible with life.” Men as 
a social construction are incompatible with women’s lives. Now, 
this is a challenge worthy of women’s abilities. 


Even when us grrls discuss Amazons, too much emphasis is put 
simply on sisters who are physically daring or who gatecrash into 
men’s roles. As though that’s what makes us Amazons. 
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The rainbow of women’s strengths and abilities have always 
been grudgingly used by men. Most especially when they’ ve been 
in trouble. When the capitalist patriarchy wanted to raise a memorial 
in Washington, D.C. to the 50,000 dicks who died while invading 
Vietnam and killing over a million Vietnamese women and children, 
they ran into trouble. They discovered that their own white men’s 
military art was such a crude cliché that it became a mockery of 
itself. So head dicks had to call in Maya Lin, an Asian-American 
woman architect/designer, to do their men’s memorial dignifying 
the rapists & killers of Asian women. “Women can do anything!” 
is a two-edged sword. 


Isn’t that acommon contradiction for us? The “wow” look-at- 
what-we-can-do syndrome. Mindless applause of how men use 
us. While it might be understandable that it means so much to us 
when men let us do something significant for them, it is not any 
longer forgivable. Enough is enough. Keep in mind that embarrassing 
question that men ask (when we should be asking it): What is she 
doing there? 


During Operation Desert Storm some tv newsman was 
interviewing GI.s sweating in the Saudi sun assembling 500 Ib 
bombs. He zeroed in on one woman G.I. lifting heavy steel bomb 
casings, muscular and glistening with sweat in her tanktop. “Why 
are you doing this?” She looked at the jerk, grinned and replied: “It 
sure beats being a secretary.” Lots of us can see it that way. 
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We take advantage of the 
openings that the patriarchy 
makes—for its own reasons— 
in order to do real things in a 
world still owned by men. But 
having arole in their armies isn’t 
anything like being warriors ina 
women’s army. We have 
nothing until we build for 
ourselves. That’s the 
contradiction we can’t escape. 
Those 500 Ib bombs she put 
together for dick were 
exploding in the middle of Arab 
women and children. Filling 
men’s roles—it’s not just an 
adventure. 


Lani Ristenstahl (center celebraies her 400th birthday Thuraday sear 
Munich, Germany, with antertainers Siegfried {left} and Roy, 


Nazi filmmaker turns 
100 amid new probe 


Riefenstahl used 
carp victims as 
CXtTUS, BTOULD 8AYS 


There sure are other Hanna Reitschs in the world today. And 
why not? She’s still a famous heroine in “democratic” Germany 
today, the subject of biographies and dick’s approved role model. 
Her fellow Nazi, filmmaker Leni Riefenstahl, is even more famous. 
Celebrated at film festivals in the u.s., the author of a best-selling 
lying autobiography, Riefenstahl is much sought after as a university 
lecturer in her comfy old age. 


But definitely not celebrated was another grrl artist, Faye 
Lazebnik, back then a teenage Jewish photographer in Nazi- 
occupied Poland. After the fascists slaughtered eighteen hundred 
Jews from her village one day, including all her family, Faye escaped 
to become a guerrilla with the Jewish underground. From a base in 
the forests her unit fought the German army for years. Faye was a 
riflewoman and their memory, the maker of the photographic record 
of their armed resistance. 


It’s pretty obvious who contributed more to womankind as 
an artist, Leni Riefenstahl or Faye Lazebnik. One is famous among 
white women, the other completely unknown (i learned of Faye 
from a new documentary film, Daring to Resist, about Jewish 
women resistance fighters—soon not to be at your local theater). 
Ask yourself: What is the cause, what is the effect? 
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COLUMN ONE 


On Guard 
Against a 
Flesh Trade 


w In Nepal, thousands of 
girls are kidnapped each year 
and sold into prostitution 
across Asia. Now, some who 
escaped are patrolling India’s 


* border to snare smugglers. 


By DEXTER FILKINS 

TIMES STAIF WRITER 
BIRATNAGAR, Nepal—Of the 

thousands of Nepalese girls kid- 

napped to work in brothels across 

Asia, a brave few have returned to 

haunt their wbductors 

Seized as adolescents, the 
women now stand gnard at check- 
points along the country’s border 
with India to nab traffickers and 
rescue other girls about to be spir- 
iled out of Nepal, 

Since 1997, when the women 
first took thelr posts, they have 
caught 70 suspected traffickers and 
saved 240 girls as they were being 
smuggled across the frontier. Ina 
country where thousands of girls 
are kidnapped and sold into prosti- 
tution each year, the checkpois:t 
guards’ efforts reflect a growing 
commitment. to stopping the illegal 


+ 
LOS ANGELES TIMES 


|GUARDS: N alese Women Fight Back 


Continued from At 
out and atrested, Others have 
coaxed traffickers and their prey 
back across the border and into the 
hands of authorities, 

At the chaotic Biratnagar cross- 
ing, Katuwal, now 19, stood re- 


ning the faces of girls as they came 
through. Hours passed in the pre- 
monsoon swelter before she 
stopped a girl seated in. the back of 
a bicycle rickshaw, Katuwal asked 
her a few questions, nodded and 
waved her through. 

“T know what to look for-~:t's in 
their cyes,” she sald. “These girls 
think they are going to jobs in In- 
dia, but J have never seon one 
ae back and say her life is bet- 
er. 

Nepalese police credit Katuwal 
with nailing four suspected traf- 
fickers and rescuing 15 girls since 
the beginning of the year, 

“Usually, Sushma is right,” said 
R.K. Shrestha, a police sub-inspec 
tor In Biratnagar. 

The traffic in girls represents a 
national humillation for Nepal, an 
impoverished country better 
known for its Himalayan treks, Ex- 
perts here say most of these abduc- 
tees are smuggled out of the coun 
try te brothels in India, where they 
| are rized for their fair skin and 


cently In a bright green sari, scan- at 


ment, Mog not talk about 
thelr expeps, Which are re- 
garded aa feful in this tradi- 
tional soci 

Three 


ago, with the 
restless, Koirala 
tye of posting guards 
‘ith the help of a 
grant [ronginternaticnal Labor 
set up four guard 
posts on frontier with India, 
She quicifd a houseful of vol- 
unteers, 

“AIL Ups want to go to the 
border," Pala said, “They are 
angry bigy don't know how to 
express tpelves.”” 

Katurprho stands less tha 
5 feet tg one of 


Beaten for several days, Katnwal 
says, she finally gave in. She re- 
members living in a small room 
with no windows and no furnish- 
ings beyond a ceiling fan, a dure 
lightbulb and a bed, Hach man who 
visited her paid $3.50 to $12, de- 
pending on how long he stayed and 
what he wanted from her. 

In a typical day, Katuwal re- 
calls, she serviced 30 men, some- 
times more, The brothel, a four- 
story building In Pune’s notorious 
Koothi district, housed 13 other 
Nepalese girls, most of wham, Ka- 
tuwal guesses, were 14 or 15 years 


old. 
“What could I do?” Katuwal 
asked, seated in the 


only a pul of re- —— Maiti Nepal house. x 
turnec#strong ‘ had to have sex wit! 
engughptell her From the first many men. i was $0 
mo: I Rieke day that | was In <. eters 
rushed ; ner vik that place, my that 1 was in that 
lage ra, in ‘oal was to lace, my goal was to 
ge, png! pl B 
fran fet per Bunlsh the people re ta chs tome: 
. id Unis y 
the fargwas sleep- | Who did this to she snid. “T never lost 
er riage. MOC ENETSE ome rd the ga 
sheet gh a : gi 
womagked her if that faith." the brothel were not 
re Riegima  SMAMATINAL — Neralese named Sar 
garingfactory in tu an indien pimp ad, hanged herself 
Katm gt. Katuwai, whan ata was 16 from @ celling fan. 


pair, and they were convicted in a 
Nepalese court, where one got a 
three-year term and the other was 
sentenced to five yeurs. After that, 
Koirala decided to send Katuwal to 
the berder, 

“Sushma is very small, but she is 
very brave," said Anjana Lana, an- 
other escapee who watches the bor- 
der at Biratnagar. 

As surveillance along the border 
has been stepped tip, the methods 
used to snuggle girls through have 
grown more sophisticated. Often, 
police say, smugglers cross first 
and instruct the girls to cross by 
themselves later. 

One day last month, as she satin 
her tin sted watching the border 
traffic, Kutuwal spotted a man 

standing just shy of the border. He 
was trying to coax a reluctant girl 
across. Katuwal, suspicious be- 


cause the girl looked as if she was 


from the cauntryside, alerted the 
police. They arrested the man and, 
after interrogating bim and the 
girl, charged him with child smug- 
gling. 

The girl, 16-year-old Beena 
Bhujel, said the man was trying to 
persuade her to go to Calcutta— 
about 250 miles away. The train 
on the Indian side of the border 
was just ready to pull out. Bhujel 


Listening to the news last week, i heard that even the u.s. State 


Department was now issuing “cover your ass” statements warning 

about the hundreds of thousands or millions of women and children 

sold into slavery each year in our shiny new 21st century. (Many, 

many more than were killed at the World Trade Center, that’s for 
sure). While u.s. women are so indifferent and docile about this 

crime that even a white male journalist has written a column 
wondering why, Sushma Katuwal takes it very personally. She’s 
enraged. Because at age 14 she was lured across the border from 
Nepal and then sold for $700 to an Indian pimp. Accidentally freed 
during a police raid after a year locked in one brothel room, she 
returned to join an organization of former slave prostitutes that one 
woman started. Most of them are HIV positive, without adequate 
medical care, but until they become too weak the women watch 
border posts to stop the slave traffickers. A newspaper article by a 


man has told us: 


“BIRATNAGAR, Nepal—Of the thousands of 
Nepalese girls kidnapped to work in brothels across 
Asia, a brave few have returned to haunt their 


abductors. 
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“Seized as adolescents, the women now stand guard 
at checkpoints along the country’s border with India 
to nab traffickers and rescue other girls about to be 
spirited out of Nepal. 


“Since 1997, when the women first took their posts, 
they have caught 70 suspected traffickers and saved 
240 girls [this was written in 2000, more have been 
freed since] as they were being smuggled across the 
frontier. In a country where thousands of girls are 
kidnapped and sold into prostitution each year, the 
checkpoint guards reflect a growing commitment to 
stopping the illegal trade.” 


This “growing commitment” isn’t shared by any of dick’s 
governments, of course, or by the women in the u.s. navy or the 
women in the c.i.a. or the woman head of this corporation or that 
or all the women kissing that famous “glass ceiling” or... the list 
just goes on. Cause and effect here is that no matter how successful 
you are as a girl in dick’s world, you have no power to fight for 
women. Actually, you have no power at all. Women in amerikkka 
keep confusing privilege with power. We have a lot of privilege 
on a world scale, maybe a high living standard as consumers, but 
no more power than women in Nepal or Afghanistan. Confused? 
We’ re going to explain it all, piece by piece. 
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Italian poster for Navy auxiliary (1936), 
and postcard from the Peking Opera (1969) 
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Sushma Katuwal, who is penniless, homeless and stricken with 
AIDS has more power than a woman u.s. army captain or corporate 
manager in Superpower America. Which is why only what Amazons 
do will determine our future. Let me repeat that, rudely—only what 
Amazons do will determine the future for all women. 


This isn’t really being fought out here in dick’s amerikkka, yet. 
It’s really being fought out by the world’s majority in the Third 
World, the ex-colonial world of Asia, Afrika, Latin America, the 
Middle East and the ex-stalinist world of eastern europe. This is 
where our future is being made. Where we will win or lose as grrls 


for the last time. 
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which will you be 
Hammer or Anvil? 


Women and children’s war against the armed rule of men is the 
most taboo thing there is. Yet it is coming. It is so taboo, so 
threatening, that not only do generals and popes and even bankers 
shrink from it, but even feminists, socialists, anarchists and national 
liberation movements try to suppress any thought of it. Still, it must 
come. Women’s political violence is thought unnatural, a violation 
of the most basic sex roles, contrary to the social customs of ages, 
almost unthinkable. Still, it is something that is necessary, natural 
and inevitable. 


To dick it will seem incomprehensible, as though his table, his 
chair, his tv, his bed all started attacking him. Because the ownership 
of white settler women by settler men has gone on so long, this 
property relationship seems only normal to him. While he 
acknowledges that other nations and colonies will rise up and seize 
territory and the right to self-determination, will kill him, settler 
men see their antagonisms with white women as easily handled. A 
personal thing. Dealt with by a fist or a divorce or getting a 
replacement part. Because dick sees other nations and colonies as 
dangerous groups, but us as a pacified individual “piece.” And for 
the past 300 vears so have we. 
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The Military Strategy of Women and Children 


In the substratum beneath all of world history lies a conflict 
between two parent civilizations. One represents in unbroken 
continuity many centuries of domination. It is in its nature patriarchal, 
class-ridden and property-driven, an oppressors’ and conquerors’ 
civilization. In its latest & greatest manifestation we know this 
civilization as patriarchal imperialism. 


The other is a shadow civilization. As old as the oppressor 
civilization is, having evolved over many centuries thru different 
forms of class society, the shadow civilization is older still. It is the 
primal society, the first culture of humankind. In opposition to the 
oppressor civilization it is women-centered, communal, non-owning. 
Broken by the rise of class-ridden society, the shadow civilization 
lives on as a fugitive among the oppressed. It represents our own 
past & our own future, however fragmentary, blurred-over and 
unconscious it is. 


The conflict between the oppressor culture and revolutionary 
women’s culture can also be seen as two different ways to 
answer problems, for what marks a culture is its 
own way of finding answers. This is the 
intersection where a culture makes itself 
evident in the rhythms of daily life; of 
producing food & clothing, providing 
shelter from the elements, shap- 
ing how we solve 
our myriad life 
problems. A culture 
is both a problem- 
solving tool & a survival guide 
for a people. Or it is left 
behind. 


Among women who want 
change there is a deep and 
underlying confusion. White 
women are uncertain not just 
about strategies, but even about 
what the goal is. Now we are 
confused and disillusioned with what we 
set out to do. 
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Well, there’s nothing wrong with our disillusionment. 
“Disillusion,” my dictionary says, is “to free from that which 
deludes or is illusionary.” So what’s wrong with that? 


The first question isn’t what we should do, it’s who are we and 
where do we come from? For our confusion comes from not 
knowing who we are. 


We have an unspoken fear, a fear that we have no culture of 
our own, no culture that can defeat patriarchal violence. That 
whatever we had before patriarchy came was erased so long ago, 
was so primitive, that it has no practical meaning anymore. That 
the only really modern way of life is the culture that white men 
made, patriarchal imperialism, with its command of science and 
industry. 


“Why is capitalism so superior?” we ask ourselves, when we 
see even former Third World revolutionary nations humbly turning 
to imitate the West. Is our only destiny to live out white men’s 
culture, playing roles in their rules, seeking an ecological niche in 
their nations & corporations? 


Our unspoken fear that women have no culture resonates below 
words through everything white women do, no matter how much 
so-called feminists try to pretend otherwise. 
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The question of why patriarchal imperialism is so successful as 
a civilization has its polar opposite question: where does a 
revolutionary women’s culture begin? 


We need to know that these two questions are interrelated. 
Patriarchal imperialism is the only so-called civilization that has 
always used genocide as its primary fuel, its primary harvester. It 
ain’t hard to spread the goodies on the banquet table and invite 
friends to dinner when you steal and kill the producers. And 
revolutionary women’s culture begins when we leave the table. 


This is a crucial time because a social restructuring of a profound 
kind has just happened. For the present cannot hold. This 
restructuring will determine the ground that the next generation 
fights on. Right now white women are becoming increasingly 
patriarchal. There is a vigorous competing and sweating by white 
women to get in with the patriarchy or as close as possible. The 
women’s movement is pale and timid by comparison. 


And now we must know who we are. 
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We have a certain story that we tell, which we say is the story 
of how all women were enslaved & how patriarchal domination 
arose. In the past thirty years hundreds & perhaps thousands of 
like-minded articles & books have been written by white women 
outlining the fall of womankind, which our white amerikkkan 
women’s studies departments say took place 3,000 to 5,000 years 
ago. It was so long ago that we can’t remember it & no one we 
know is responsible for it. This is a typical example, as written way 
back in 1971 by Charlotte Bunch and Rita Mae Brown: 


“The first division of labor in pre-history, was based 

on sex; men hunted, women built the villages, took 

care of children, and farmed... men conquered women 

with the weapons that they developed for hunting... 
Although there have been numerous battles over class, 

race and nation during the past 3,000 years, none of 
them has brought the liberation of women.” 


EYOLUTION 
OF MAN... 


ot 


andwoman. 
re Crs 


This story, while it has truths within it, is as a whole untrue. It 
Slides into a pre-conceived world view that amerikkka has put into 
our heads. It’s very understandable that in the early days of the women’s 
movement this stick figure sketch of how women were enslaved was 
a radical beginning, because it helped us see how patriarchy was born 
in systematic violence against women. But now, thirty years later, 
we should have developed a more scientific picture. 


We haven’t because amerikkkan women still believe that men’s 
ownership of women is something near eternal, begun before history 
even, something associated with dark and primitive societies, and 
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that only in our lifetimes are educated women in “developed” (i.e. 
white) countries beginning to get equality. And don’t we believe 
that amerikkkan white women are the most independent, the most 
feminist of all? White men say that to us all the time, so we think it 
must be true. But it’s us who are backward, who are dependent. 


i see it as ameasurement of how wiped blank we are by genocide 
that we can recite racist anti-woman lies that dick has taught us— 
and think it’s our own feminist theory. 


Women accept amerikkka as a large & wealthy nation, 
successful, the most highly “developed” on earth. And we think 
without thinking that this white life is what’s normal, natural, the 
standard other peoples must try to reach and become. 


i say none of this is true in the bones. This most unnatural of 
nations is large only in stolen lands (which Third World peoples are 
insidiously reclaiming, smudging and redrawing borders), is rich 
only in stolen labor & stolen lives, amerikkka is really an artificial 
nation, an empire that makes its living by looting and destroying 
other nations and peoples in ceaseless cycles of genocide. 


amerikkka is driven to do genocide every day, because if it ever 
stops killing their whole top-heavy Babylon would come crashing 
down. Bob Marley & the Wailers only sang what’s truth: 


“Babylon system is the vampire, yeah , 
Sucking the children, day by day.” 
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Genocide is itself a basic economic activity, it’s what lies behind 
commodity production under the capitalist system. Genocide, i say, 
begins with the global wiping out of women’s society and women’s 
economy, and the resulting slave labor of hundreds of millions of 


women and children. 


euro-capitalism first arose through the era of the Witchhunt— 
the institutionalized terror against women in Western Europe that 
lasted over 500 years, from the 12th through the 17th centuries. 
Women accused of being witches were arrested and tortured by 
the authorities until they confessed to being agents of satan. 


Of course, not confessing was also taken as a sure sign of guilt, 
since the priests proclaimed that only satan’s magic would keep a 
woman from confessing while her bones were being crushed. Only 
made sense to them. Us “witches” were then burned alive at the 
stake. 


The total number of women imprisoned, tortured and/or killed 
by the Witchhunt was in the millions. One German prosecutor alone, 
Benedict Carpzov of Saxony, signed 20,000 death sentences of 
accused women in his career. In the patriarchy’s history books all 
this is trivialized as a bit of religious hysteria or merely a colorful 
case of how ignorant people were back then. : 
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What is real is that the Witchhunt was a social institution, in which 
the killing of women was tied to the birth of euro-capitalism. This is 
where our amerikkka began, in the first “Right to Life’’ movement. 


Women were attacked in so violent a way not because of feudal 
backwardness, but because of the needs of the new capitalism 
gradually being born within the old European society. The 
patriarchy’s Witchhunt was in the first place directly economic, a 
means of unwaged capital accumulation. Special bodies of armed men 
seized women’s property to help finance the growth of nation-states. 


There were many independent women in feudal society. 
Craftswomen weaving silk and other fine textiles, small street 
merchants selling produce and handicrafts, women farmers. In 
some cities women had their own guilds (early form of unions) of 
artisans. Endless royal wars over land and trade routes had left 
numerous widows with small houses, perhaps a shop or other 
property. And peasant families, unable to feed all their children, 
sent their girl-children away to the cities to find their own livelihoods 
as artisans, prostitutes or peddlers. 


It was independent women who were the main targets of the 
Witchhunt. When Catherine Hernot, postmistress of the German city 
of Cologne, was burned at the stake as a witch, it was because a 
powerful family wanted a monopoly on the lucrative postal business. 
Unmarried women, who were not owned by a man, were a majority 
of those burned as witches, with widows being 40-50% of the victims. 


In the Witchhunt all the property of arrested women belonged 
to the State, with the court system taking part of the loot as fees to 
the male lawyers, bailiffs and soldiers. But the lion’s share of this 
wealth minted from slaughtering women went to the State 
treasuries. It paid for the armies of men who produced nothing 
useful, for highways to carry trade, for expeditions to “discover” 
other societies that we now call the Third World—in short, the pre- 
conditions for capitalism to grow. 


In unwaged capital accumulation from the looting of 
outlawed and marginalized people, Europe was learning the 
methods that it would use in colonialism. Women were euro- 
capitalism’s very first colony, the “inner colony” as European 
radical feminists have termed it. 
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The Witchhunt was also kin to the anti-semitic pogroms against 
the Jews. They, too, were said to be servants of satan and the 
“Christ killers” themselves. In fact, until the 16th century the 
authorities called illegal women’s meetings “synagogues” to 
associate them in the public eye with the Jewish pariahs. Then 
such meetings were called a “Witches Sabbath” (now they’re called 


“terrorist conspiracies’). 


About the only thing most of us remember from grammar school 
is “1492,” which was drummed into our heads as the wonderful 
year that Columbo “discovered” the Western hemisphere. But in 
Spain, 1492 is better known as the year that the Spanish nation- 
state entered the modern age by simultaneously ousting the Moors 
(Afrikans) and financing itself by expropriating all Jewish property. 
Oh, and all the Jewish women and men who didn’t convert to the 
pope were killed or driven out of Spain. 


It wasn’t superstition, then, but cold, cold business that led one 
German official, bailiff Geiss of Lindheim, to write his lord for 
permission to kill a new batch of women: 


“Tf only your Lordship would be willing to start the 
burning, we would gladly provide the firewood and 
bear all other costs, and your Lordships would earn 
so much that the bridge and also the Church could be 
well repaired. 


“Moreover, you would get so much that you could 
pay your servants a better salary in the future, because 
one could confiscate whole houses and particularly 
the more well-to-do ones.” 
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It wasn’t just that cash, however. No, they had to do it. The 
Witchhunt was real to them because there were “witches” they 
had to hunt down—radical women and women seeking knowledge 
forbidden to us. 


You gotta keep in mind that religion was the main medium of 
ideology in feudal Europe. That everything was explained, or justified 
by religion. It was all “God’s Will” this and “Divine Revelation” 
that. Political and social issues were dressed in religious drag. Like 
those “Crusades to free the Holy Land,” which were just “bout 
invading and looting the Arab world. 


When the rulers said “Satan” they really meant communism or 
communalism. When they hunted “witches” they meant hunting 
down women who might be out of control. 


Just as those lords and merchants and cardinals needed armies 
to put down the peasant revolts that broke out, so they needed the 
Witchhunt to search out and destroy women’s resistance. Young 
Joan of Arc had to be burned alive because she was a bad example. 
i mean, looking like a dyke and winning all those battles, too. During 
the Middle Ages there were lots of radical women, probably many 
more than there are today among white women in amerikkka (did 
you just assume it was the other way around?) 


of the victims of death by 
torture were women. 


In the “water torture” the 
victim was usually 
shackled hands and feet 
together as in the 
illustration. She was then 
thrown into a river. If she 
sank, and died she was 
innocent. If the water 
rejected her, this was a 
Ls proof of her guilt. Alan C. 
Nene Kors and Edward Peters 
Sisesthiche Mbetbong ef mat 4a] Witchcraft in Europe, 1100- 
rer hinbelin aa poer, eci| 1700 (Philadelphia 1978). 
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The need for an elaborate institution to loot and slaughter millions 
of women grew out of material changes in the feudal mode of 
production and distribution. Beginning in the 12th century, the growth 
ofa pre-industrial capitalist activity began to transform feudal Europe 
from within. The merchant and money-lender class swelled on the | 
trade in spices, dyes, silk and other new luxury goods from other 
continents. Shipping fleets, large navies, ports, shipyards, and other 
new industry all appeared. 


On that economic basis modern nation-states began to emerge, 
uniting by sword and cannon the crazy-quilt of little patriarchal 
domains—duchies and church estates and principalities—that 
Europe had inherited from its white tribal past. 


Peasants were being pushed off the land to make way for the 
capitalist agriculture of commercial wool and livestock production. 
Because of that, as early as the 16th century Northern Europe 
(Britain, France, Holland) was no longer self-sufficient in food, but 
had to import wheat and other grains from Eastern Europe. 


More people became “free” wage workers, which is a capitalist 
relationship, rather than tilling the land in hereditary service for 
their feudal overlord. Cities kept growing in size. Not only from 
commerce and the many workshops of skilled artisans (weavers, 
spinners, cabinet-makers, goldsmiths, dressmakers and shipwrights) 


but from the new phenomenon of dispossessed poor that capitalism 
had introduced. 
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Class divisions had become wider as feudalism matured. The 
vagabonds, who were wandering masses of homeless kids, women 
and men ousted from the land by their former lords, swelled the 
labor market. 


Wages by the 15th century began to go down, not year by year, 
but generation after generation. Meanwhile, the ruling triumvirate 
of the noble courts, the church hierarchy, and the rising merchant 
class competed with each other in a lavish lifestyle not seen by 
Europeans since the days of imperial Rome a thousand years before. 


Rebellion against the corruption took many forms. One that 
involved many thousands of women was the movement of voluntary 
poverty. That was a social and political struggle in religious form. 


Beginning in the 13th century women called Beguines appeared, 
living communally in groups of women’s houses and wearing hooded 
robes of grey or black. They supported themselves by handicrafts 
or begging (from the Beguines and their male counterparts, the 
Beghards, come our present words “beggar” and “begging”’). Some 
wandered from town to town as vagabonds, preaching a kind of 
liberation theology to other 
women. 


Voluntary poverty was 
not a renunciation of the 
world to Beguines as it 
was to many medieval 
nuns, but a means to 
revolutionize the world 
for women escaping 
the patriarchal family. 
Beguines said that the 
acquiring of material 
wealth was an absolute 
evil. Owning == any 
individual property, even 
jewelry or numerous 
changes of clothing, was 
considered wrong. 
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Beguines didn’t marry. In fact, many of them upheld the right 
of people to freely have sexual relations without sin. That was a 
radical idea for women in that age. As was their insistence on 
women educating themselves and writing. Those women were not 
just critics of the feudal order, but were trying to organize women 
and men into an alternate culture against the encroaching capitalism. 
As part of the heretical socio-religious “movement of the Free 
Spirit,” they said that no one who was in the upper classes was 
without sin, while the oppressed classes were the sole bearers of 
righteousness. A religious historian writes that this alternative culture 
was a thorn in the side of the authorities: 


“The voluntary poor formed a mobile, restless 
intelligentsia, members of which were constantly 
traveling along the trade routes from town to town, 
operating mostly underground and finding an audience 
and a following amongst all the disoriented and anxious 
elements in urban society. They saw themselves as 
the only true imitators of the Apostles and indeed of 
Christ... 


‘From the second half of the twelfth century onwards 
these multitudes of itinerant ‘holy beggars’ of both 
sexes showed themselves ready to assimilate any and 
every heretical doctrine that there was.” 


Beguines numbered in the hundreds of thousands, primarily in 
France, Belgium and Germany. In the German city of Cologne 
alone there were 2,000 Beguines by the 13th century. They came 
to this culture of voluntary communalism and poverty from every 
Class, craftswomen and widows of merchants, urban workers and 
former peasants. 


In some medieval cities a certain neighborhood would become 
the women’s quarter, with most houses occupied by Beguines and 
other independent women. One historian estimated that the Beguine 
community in the city of Strasbourg, France, was at least 10% of 
the total population. 
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Beguines were a non-hierarchical people, with each house 
making its own rules, electing its own leaders, and deciding its own 
finances. Many Beguine houses were led by peasant or working 
class women, in contrast to Europe’s growing class barriers. The 
Beguine women’s communities were really the only democracy 
anywhere in Europe. Some married women sent their daughters to 
be educated among the Beguines, while Beguine houses also took 
care of elderly Beguines in their last years. It was a way of life, a 
fragment of what we don’t know that we lost. 


While the Roamin’ Catholic Church tried to co-opt the Beguines, 
by 1259 they began to be excommunicated. For a priest or monk to 
enter a Beguine commune, or speak to a Beguine on the street 
without a Church witness, was grounds for his own expulsion from 
the Church. 


“An east German bishop complained that these women 
were idle gossiping vagabonds who refused obedience 
to men under the pretext that God was best served in 
freedom.” 


Women street orators, writers and theologians, conceded by 
even their Catholic accusers to be brilliant and unorthodox, were 
produced by the Beguine communities. 
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That was more trouble for their ruling classes than it would 
seem to us in amerikkka. ’Cause all that religious b.s. was the 
philosophical guide for medieval social relations, for how folks were 
supposed to behave (like in Iran or white South African society 
today). Religious b.s. was the legal code of the courts. And the 
whole bag was an official monopoly of the church. All the writings 
were even kept in the dead language of Latin, readable only by the 
elite. To simply interpret the bible into common language, something 
first done by penniless Beguine scholar-outlaws, was to risk being 
burned at the stake for her-esy (as many were). 


The Church had been put on the defensive by the growth of this 
women’s communality, which was the mass base for the radical 
movement of voluntary poverty. Remember that the Church was 
itself a ruling class institution, with its own soldiers and plantations. 
Many bishops and priests lived the kind of decadent patriarchal 
lifestyle that television evangelists are famous for. Even nuns were 
usually from the upper classes, since they had to put up a large 
cash dowry to be “married to Christ” and live in the nunnery. 


A counterattack used not only the Inquisition, the torture chamber 
and the stake (the separate but parallel “Beguin” movement in 
Spain was wiped out by 1330 A.D.), but co-optation. Rome had 
already approved the founding of begging orders, such as the 
Franciscans, who wore coarse robes and lived simple lives as 
Beguines did, but who were loyal to the ruling classes. 


The Church gave protection to those Beguine houses that put 
themselves under the supervision of the Dominican friars, as lay 
associates. All others were outlawed. Beguines became co-opted, 
permitted to live by themselves without men so long as they avoided 
illegal activity or her-esy. 


While the Beguines still contained a radical underground, hidden 
behind the cover of submission to the Church, they gradually died 
out. Not only because they became a privileged group of women 
Separated from the masses of women, but because patriarchal 
Capitalism took away their economic base of independent women’s 
production of textiles. 
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So the Witchhunt was an institutionalized terrorism of women. 
Not only to extract unwaged capital accumulation to build euro- 
capitalism from our slaughter, but to compel our political conformity. 


No, not to compel our allegiance to this ruler or that, or to this 
government or that, for those were men’s decisions. But to compel 
our submission to the nation-state’s ownership of our bodies, and 
our conformity to euro-capitalism’s rules for women. That is why 
millions of us were arrested and tortured and killed. 


The Witchhunt was aimed at all women in Europe, was meant 
to be felt by each one, with the intent of wiping them blank by 
generations of terrorism. The authorities, however superstitious 
and sadistic they were as men, knew that the larger issue was the 
elimination of women as a people. 


In 1486, two monk-torturers of the Dominican order wrote the 
book Malleus Maleficarum (or “the hammer of witches”), the 
Catholic Church’s basic text on witchcraft. Malleus Maleficarum 
explained why satan’s servants were mostly women: We are by 
our basic nature as cunts inclined to evil, and are weaker in loyalty 
to God the Stepfather (“He steps on you. He steps on me... yah, 
yah, yah”). The very word “femina” they wrote, can be broken 
down into the Latin “fe” and “mina,” or “less faith.” 
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A big part of that burnable flaw in us, the two Fathers continued, 
‘s that women are more sexual and lustful, which leads us straight 
to you-know-who. They concluded in deep-down satisfaction: 
“Blessed be the Most High who has preserved the male sex from 


so great a crime.” 


amerikkka’s so-called “Right-to-Life” movement has its ideological 
forerunner in the mass burnings of women healers and midwives, who 
were a major target of the Witchhunt. Being suspected of helping in 
abortions was an automatic death sentence for a woman. In fact, any 
woman who seemed knowledgeable about the traditional peasant 
women’s medicine or who refused to marry was a suspect. 


Now we can see why women’s sexuality was so dangerous. 
For women’s bodies were not ours but were property. Not primarily 
now of individual men, but property of the competing nation-states, 
which commanded women’s bodies to reproduce ever larger 
numbers of new workers and soldiers. 


Jean Bodin was at one and the same time a leading French 
mercantile economist and a government consultant on torturing 
and executing “witches.” In his euro-capitalist mind these were 
one unified concern. For the French nation-state to prosper, Bodin 
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‘For it is recommended in crimes so conspiratorial that 
presumption and conjecture are sufficient proofs.” 
—Jean Bodin, famous French lawyer, philosopher, 

economist and demonologist 
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said, the new economy needed a more abundant supply of workers. 
Remember the de-population common from plagues and wars. It 
was women who used contraceptive methods and caused abortions 
who betrayed the new national economy, he said. In Bodin’s doctrine 
all such women must first be tortured to learn their accomplices, 
and then executed as “witches”. 


While early feudal society, like Rome and Greece before it, 
saw women as lesser beings and the rightful property of one man 
or another, the emerging euro-capitalist order categorized women 
first as a natural resource of the nation-state. Biological factories 
like forests of timber and herds of meat. And this was as capitalist 
development itself was causing chaos, forcing migration and 
abandonment of the old ways, and as more women were rebelling. 
The Witchhunt was meant to destroy women as a people, so that 
the capitalist nation-state could rise up. 
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White women still take all this with a grain of salt, as the saying 
coes. These are merely tales of the bad old past, which can be 
safely appreciated as comforting proof that “You've come a long 
way, baby!” ’Cause it’s so different for us now. In one generation 
we got women astronauts and women execs, women mayors and 


women paratrooper S. 


What’s it mean, then, to talk about the Witchhunt and genocide 
against women? White feminists today like to identify with the 
“witches.” That’s what 1 mean, we don’t know who we are. We 
aren't the “witches.” We are the ones on the other side: the loyal 
sisters and wives of the euro-men doing the policing and burning. 
The sisters of patriarchy trying to protect themselves from the 
terrorism by submitting, trying to be the unthreatening helpers. 


We were taught to join dick in doing genocide, lest we, too, be 
his victims. After generations of conditioning and bribing, we follow 
dick’s rules as a reflex, without even noticing. 


One big rule is cover up genocide: never see it, never admit it. 


We have to go back for a moment, back before patriarchal euro- 
capitalism reformed the world in its own image. White women 
don’t understand who we are because we’ ve blocked understanding 
the specific civilization that we belong to. We have to go back to 
that contact between semi-feudal Europe, with its wooden sailing 
ships and musket-bearing soldiers, and the rest of the world. That 
meeting was not like we think it was. 


The impact of expanding Europe on what is now called the 
Third World was supposedly a collision of advanced whites and 
undeveloped colored people, of euro-capitalism’s superior science 
and economic power overwhelming primitive tribes. But in 1492, 
when Christopher Columbus’ expedition ran into the Caribbean 
islands, Europe was not advanced over the nations of Asia, Afrika, 
the Middle East and the Western Hemisphere. It’s technology and 


economy were different, but not advanced or superior. It’s that 
difference that we gotta focus on. 
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In many respects, euro-civilization was both technologically and 
economically backward. Europe was known as a poor barbarian 
region isolated on the periphery of the trade routes between the 
world’s main civilizations. The level of development of the world- 
spanning Islamic trading civilization of the Turkish Ottoman empire, 
the Han empire of China, the Moghul empire of India, the many 
Afrikan nations and indigenous nations of the Western Hemisphere 
easily surpassed backward Europe. This is to say that Europe was 
not the center of knowledge and progress. 


Most Europeans had no idea of what sanitation was. The English, 
for example, seldom washed (their medicine-men said that bathing 
was unhealthy). Euro-men were backward compared to the rest 
of the world in the applied sciences/technologies such as medicine, 
textiles, nutrition, metal-working and agriculture, had an elaborate 
system of S-M patriarchal superstitions which were enforced by a 
parasite caste of men who tortured and murdered women, and had 
the lowest standard of living of any major region on the face of the 
earth. i mean, this was a poor civilization. What we did have (or 
what had us) were the beginnings of euro-capitalism. 


i know this is hard to believe, because everyone just “knows” 
that for whatever reasons, modern science and industry first came 
into being in Europe and settler amerikkka. Let’s fast forward from 
the start of the Witchhunt to check this out, say a century and a 
half after Columbus hit the Lotto, to colonial settler amerikkka of 
the mid-1600s. 


There are British-trained physicians, men representing the most 
advanced medical science that euro-capitalism had. But they don’t 
seem to be able to do anything about smallpox, the most feared 
contagious disease of the times. Not only did smallpox, a viral 
infection, exterminate whole Indian communities, but it continued 
to kill and disfigure thousands of white settlers. 


White people did notice, though, that many of their Afrikan slaves 
didn’t get smallpox even in the midst of epidemics. This was puzzling 
to the white doctors. It was accounted for by the supposed “‘beast- 
like” nature of the Afrikan race, which was thereby less vulnerable to 
the human diseases that afflicted the higher and more sensitive white 
race. En-slaved women merely nodded and said nothing. 
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Of course, the reason that some Afrikan slaves didn’t catch 
smallpox was that they had been immunized as children in Afrika, 
or had been secretly immunized in the slave quarters. For in the 
region of West Afrika that many slaves came from, smallpox was 
known and a crude inoculation against it was already used (using 
pinpricks to transfer some clear serum from a smallpox sore to the 
body of an uninfected person; what resulted was a milder infection 
producing the antibodies that gave lifelong immunity to the disease, 
although some still died from the crude inoculation). All slaves who 
knew were sworn not to tell Europeans. 


So who was backward and who had the advanced medical 
technology? Just because they were captives, laborers kept in rags, 
didn’t mean that Afrikans had no science. Even though their science 
had to be practiced as a conspiracy. 


Afrikan slaves here were party to scientific knowledge that was 
shared by most of the world: with the Han empire in China, with Arab 
civilization, with Greece and Turkey, with the physicians of the Moghul 
empire in India (who are thought to have used smallpox inoculation 
since 1000 A.D.) Except in areas where the disease was rare, such as 
in the Western Hemisphere, the major civilizations of the world knew— 
but not backward Europe or settler amerikkka. 


Afrikan slaves had been secretly using smallpox inoculation for 
almost a century before euro-amerikkkans found out how to do it. 
And again, it wasn’t any white male physician with his degrees 
and bank accounts who learned how. It was a woman to woman 
transfer of science. British feminist Mary Wortley Montagu 
learned about inoculation from Turkish women (she was married 
to the British ambassador to the Ottoman empire, though for her it 
was only an escape from an arranged marriage). In 1717 she wrote 
her friend, “Mrs. S.C.”: 


“Tam going to tell you a thing that will make you wish 
yourself here. The smallpox, so fatal and so general 
amongst us, is here entirely harmless by the invention 
of ingrafting, which is the term they give it. There is a 
set of old women who make it their business to perform 
the operation every autumn, in the month of September, 
when the great heat is abated...” 
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In that same year Mary Montagu 
demonstrated smallpox inoculation on 
her son, and by 1721 it was being tried, 
with great controversy, by the medical 
patriarchs of England. There was 
much fear and superstition about this, 
vaccine among white society, @ 
ordinary as it was to the rest of the | 
world. 


Public fears about smallpox 
inoculation reached the point of 
hysteria in the amerikkkan colonies. 
amerikkka is always in a state of 
hysteria. There was even white mob violence by settler men. Even 
though the campaign for smallpox inoculation was led by Cotton 
Mather, the greatest of the New England Puritan ministers and the 
man who had earlier led the campaign to root out the hidden nests 
of “witches” among white women. 


Mary Wortley Montagu 


Mather himself was attacked, and his home firebombed, during 
the inoculation controversy of 1721. Mather stuck to his guns 
because his Afrikan slave, “Onesimus,” had advised him that all 
the slaves knew that inoculation did work, and that he, “Onesimus,” 
had been inoculated himself as a child in West Afrika. 


The science of what is now called the Third World was still 
leading and teaching the backward European civilization. 


Now, let’s fast-forward three centuries after Columbus. The 
euro-capitalist empire in north amerikkka is breaking away from 
Great Britain, becoming a new world power. DR. BENJAMIN 
RUSH of Philadelphia was the foremost u.s. physician. Educated 
at Princeton & Edinburgh University in Scotland, Rush became a 
successful surgeon, teacher of chemistry, researcher, patriot, and 
a professor of medicine at the University of Pennsylvania. He 
personally trained 3,000 white men as M.D.s (isn’t that a war crime 
of some kind?), and is best-known today as the founder of u.s. 
medical science. The patriarchy has named hospitals and medical 
schools in his honor. 
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Benjamin Rush was also one of the founders not only of the 
u.s.a. aS a nation, but of white liberalism. He was a signer of the 
u.s. declaration of independence, and served as the surgeon-general 
in his friend George Washington’s army. It was Rush who found a 
talented new immigrant, Thomas Paine, and persuaded him to write 
4 pamphlet for the rebel settlers attacking royalty. Rush edited the 
pamphlet, the famous Common Sense, and arranged its publication. 


As a liberal, Dr. Rush advocated teaching women how to read. 
He was one of the supporters of the first Afrikan Free Church. 
Rush went so far as to argue that slavery should be abolished. 
Afrikans, he said, were fully as human as white people. 


In fact, Dr. Rush developed the theory that Afrikans were white 
people. There was no such thing as Afrikan peoples or civilization, 
he said. Rush had “discovered” that Afrikans were only white people 
whose distant ancestors had wandered too far south into the 
unhealthy Afrikan tropics. There, these lost European tribes had all 
become infected with a virulent type of hereditary leprosy, which 
gave them their “diseased” look of dark skin, “big lip,” “flat nose,” 
and “woolly hair.” 


Until euro-capitalist science discovered how to cure their poor, 
diseased Afrikan relatives, Dr. Rush sadly concluded that Afrikans 
would have to stay segregated as a public health measure. And at 
all costs, he warned, white women must be prevented from having 
sexual relations with slaves, since he had also “discovered” that 
those white women who did so became infected themselves, and 
grew thicker lips and darker skins! This was the blastoff of u.s. 
patriarchal medical science. 


He told a special meeting of the American Philosophical Society 
on July 14, 1792: 


“A white woman in North Carolina not only acquired 
a dark color, but several of the features of a negro, by 
marrying and living with a black husband. A similar 
instance of a change in the color and features of a 
woman in Buck’s county in Pennsylvania has been 
observed and from a similar cause.” 
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While Dr. Rush was 
experimenting with 
“medical” cures, such as 
using strong lye to 
repeatedly bleach a slave 
man’s skin, the only sure 
remedy he said he knew of 
was hard labor. Pointing out 
that Afrikan skin color was 
lightest on the hands and 
feet. Rush said that was 
proof that the “pressure” of 
physical labor had worn or 
squeezed the darkness out. 
So for humanitarian reasons, 
he urged his fellow Benjamin Rush, racist quack 
slaveowners to keep 
Afrikans at hard labor, long as possible, to help them over their 
unfortunate condition. What heart, what a real man! 


That white women who got down with Afrikans would lose 
their previous whiteness and become “diseased” Afrikans 
themselves, was a telling fantasy. Oppressor nightmares offered 
up as biological fact, as science. More telling was that Dr. Rush 
never thought to question if white slavemasters who raped Afrikan 
women might suffer from this fantasy infection also. 


Don’t trivialize this as old history. For this kind of theory is more 
widely believed by white men in 1989 than it was in 1750... Because 
it doesn’t come from men’s ignorance, but from the world-view of 
a genocide civilization. Similar scientific theory was cooked up by 
the German Nazis after all, who were no strangers to modern 
technology. In 1935 Julius Streicher, Nazi party boss in Nuremberg 
& their chief propagandist against Jews, said: 


“For those in the know, these are the established facts; 
One, the seed of a man of another race is a ‘foreign 
protein.’ During copulation, the seed is, in part or in whole, 
absorbed by the fertile mother-soil and thus passes into 
the blood. A single act of intercourse between a Jew and 


an Aryan woman is sufficient to pollute her forever.” 
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Am i saying that there’s an ideological similarity between the 
Founding Fathers of u.s. science and the Founding Fathers of the 
Third Reich? That’s the facts. Don’t most white men in the u.s. 
today believe that if a white woman has sex with Afrikans she is 
“soiled” or even “diseased”? If Dr. Rush could be dug up and 
dusted off tomorrow, his ideas would still be perfectly in tune with 
amerikkkan culture. Only if he came back now he’d be a professor 


of ob-gyn. 


While Benjamin Rush entertained the settler elite with his 
colonialist-sexist theories, he and his white medical colleagues 
couldn’t cure a damn thing. Outside of crude, non-sterile, chop-it- 
off surgery, white “sawbones” knew nothing at all about healing. 
Rush’s favorite treatment for disease was blood-letting, the classic 
European remedy used for over a thousand years with no success. 


When an epidemic of Yellow Fever struck Philadelphia, settlers 
hurried to flee the acs and scatter to the countryside, where the 
es pa chances of contagion 
were less. Dr. Rush 
publicly urged people to 
stay, promising them 
certain cure through his 
three-times-a-day 
blood-letting 
treatments. 


By cutting open the 
veins and drawing a 
pan of blood three times 
a day. Rush believed 
that the disease would 
be “weakened.” Yellow 
Fever need not be 
feared, he told the 
press; greeting his 
patients with the line, 
“Don’t be afraid, there 
is nothing wrong with 
you but the Yellow 
Fever.” 


illustration shows points 
used for bloodletting 
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The scandal over the hundreds of deaths, at last forced the 
shaken Rush out of medicine. His friends in the patriarchy took 
care of him, of course. President Adams gave him a patronage job 
as treasurer of the u.s. mint. This is the man that the patriarchy 
names medical schools after, and honors as the Founding Father of 
u.s. medicine. It all fits, doesn’t it? 


We’ ve detoured through this story to get beyond the euro- 
capitalist reflexes drilled into us as our culture, to strip it away and 
see our civilization with fresh eyes. “Doctor” Benjamin Rush 
“M.D.” was all patriarchal trappings, liberalism and all, but there 
wasn’t anything inside. Like those TV doctors who sell us stuff on 
the commercials (“I’m not a doctor, but I play one on television’). 


Three centuries after Columbus, euro-capitalism had managed 
to create a highly patriarchal, institutionalized and profitable medical 
profession which had no “medical.” Dr. Rush and his colleagues 
were backward by the world standards of the time. In Afrika or in 
Tibet, women woulda handed him a hoe and told him to find another 
way to support himself. 


There’s a barbed point inside all this. 


When we strip away the mystique of euro-capitalist technology, 
we find that it runs on genocide. And it had its origins in conquest, 
not in the thrown-out musings of Greek philosophers. euro-capitalism 
didn’t colonize the world because of its superior sciences and 
industry. That proposition has things upside down. Only from its 
ever-expanding conquests and genocide of other peoples and 
nations, did euro-capitalist civilization slowly gain the scientific and 
economic superiority that we now assume is only right and natural. 


Everything that we have (or that has us), from birth control pills 
to this nation itself, comes from doing genocide, and in particular 
from doing genocide against other women. 


The concept of a world economy came from the Islamic 
mercantile-capitalist civilization, which for the first time brought 
much of the world into one trading system. At Great Zimbabwe, 
the capital of the Rozwi federation in Afrika during the 1500s, people 
ate from fine Chinese porcelain and the guards carried German 
firearms (crude muskets). All over three centuries before they ever 
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saw a white man. This was possible because Great Zimbabwe 
was tied into the world-expanding trading system. 


Even the second of those capitalist systems, that developing 
within the belly of the Moghul empire in India, was in advance of 
Europe in many ways. Contrary to its own propaganda, the white 
men of Europe were not so successful economically compared to 
what is now called the Third World. 


Expanding Moghul industry threatened European trade, not only 
in Asia but all the way around the world in Europe itself. England 
had to erect higher and higher tariff walls to protect its own textile 
industry from superior Indian products, finally banning their 
importation altogether in 1701. British merchants still had to buy 
Moghul goods, not only cloth but superior Indian high-strength steel, 
for without them they would have lost customers in other countries. 


Most of what Europe produced then was inferior or inappropriate 
in the eyes of other civilizations, so the main British export to Asia 
was money. Having little that Asians wanted, British capitalism 
had to ship tons of silver each year to purchase Asian cotton, silk, 
coffee, tea, steel, dyes, teak, medicines and other goods in one- 
sided trade. Sixty-five percent of British cargo sent to Asia between 
1730 and 1750 was monetary silver alone. This smoked the British 
lords of commerce. 


Under the mythic rules of “free enterprise,” in “fair trade,” white 
people were not the winners. The British empire’s countermove 
was to send its warships and soldiers to gain what its economy 
could not. 


As Sir Josiah Child, director of the East India Company, said 


during Britain’s first, unsuccessful war with the Moghul empire in 
1688: i 


“The subjects of the Moghul cannot bear a war with 
the English for twelve months together, without 
starving and dying by the thousands for want of work 
to purchase rice; not singly for want of our trade, but 
because of our war, we obstruct their trade with all 
the Eastern nations which is ten times as much as 
ours and all the European nations put together.” 
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Hijacking and international terrorism were invented by euro- 
capitalism. It was their No. 1 Big Business. Bigger than steel, bigger 
than farming, it paid for industrializing Europe by de-industrializing 
and looting the rest of the world. 


Europe’s advantage was not technological but social, cultural. 
Military hardware was not the decisive factor. Older empires, such 
as Han China, could easily have matched these weapons. After all, 
Europe first learned of cannons, gunpowder, steel, printing and the 
mathematics needed for navigation at sea, from China, North Afrika 
and the Arab world. Indian Moghul cannon in the 17th century was 
as good as English cannon. 


No, euro-capitalism’s true advantage was in its social system, 
whose life was ceaseless capital accumulation through higher and 
higher levels of social violence, to which technology was driven as 
a mere servant by its master. 


After the British East India Company and its army defeated the 
Moghul empire at the Battle of Plassey in 1757, occupying Bengal, 
the British simply looted everything they could use from the region. 
Precious metals, textiles, all manufactured goods, rice and other 
crops and finally the land itself. Western history calls this the Rape 
of Bengal, in which British capitalism killed eight million Indians by 
famine, having looted the economy, taken the food, and ransomed 
the farmland back to the Indian peasants for exorbitant rents. 


The British government’s Select Committee reported in 1783: 


“When account is taken of the intercourse, for it is 
not commerce, which is carried on between Bengal 
and England, the pernicious effects of the system... 
will appear in the strongest point of view. In that view, 
the whole exported produce of the country, so far as 
the Company is concerned, is not exchanged in the 
course of barter, but it is taken away without any return 
or payment whatever.”’* 


Sa a a EEE 
* We see that the most violent crimes of colonialism are like “intercourse” 
between men and women. 
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Instead of tons of silver shipped to Asia each year before 1757, 
the British now took the wealth of India without sending even a 
single silver coin. Their trade with the rest of Asia was paid for by 
what was taken from the people of Bengal. What could be more 
profitable than that? 


It was an inevitable by-product of the looting that one-third of 
the population of Bengal disappeared. And India was but one colony 
in the new economy of genocide that powered-up euro-capitalism. 


Although the white male Left is voluntarily enthralled by the 
fiction that euro-industrialism came from exploiting white male labor, 
the truth is otherwise. Karl Marx, in his writings on The Genesis 
of the Industrial Capitalist, pointed out that the industrialization 
of Europe came directly from genocide: 


“The discovery of gold and silver in America, the 
extirpation, enslavement and entombment in mines of 
the aboriginal population, the beginning of the conquest 
and looting of the East Indies, the turning of Africa 
into a warren for the commercial hunting of black- 
skins, signalised the rosy dawn of the era of capitalist 
production. These idyllic proceedings are the chief 
momenta of primitive accumulation. On their heels 
treads the commercial war of the European nations, 
with the globe for a theater... 


“...In England at the end of the 17th century, they 
arrive at a systematic combination, embracing the 
colonies, the national debt, the modern mode of 
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taxation, and the protectionist system. These methods 
depend in part on brute force, e.g., the colonial system. 
But they all employ the power of the State, the 
concentrated and organized force of society, to hasten, 
hothouse fashion, the process of transformation of the 
feudal mode of production into the capitalist mode, 
and to shorten the transition. Force is the midwife of 
every old society pregnant with a new one. It is itself 
an economic power. 


“Of the Christian colonial system, W. Howitt, a man 
who makes a specialty of Christianity, says: “The 
barbarities and desperate outrages of the so-called 
Christian race, throughout every region of the world, 
and upon every people they have been able to subdue, 
are not to be paralleled by those of any other race, 
however fierce, however untaught, and however 
reckless of mercy and shame, in any age of the earth.’ 
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“The history of the colonial administration of Holland— 
and Holland was the head capitalistic nation of the 
17th century—‘is one of the most extraordinary 
relations of treachery, bribery, massacre, and 
meanness.’ Nothing is more characteristic than their 
system of stealing men, to get slaves for Java... 
Wherever they set foot, devastation and depopulation 
followed. Banjuwangi, a province of Java, in 1750 
numbered over 80,000 inhabitants, in 1811 only 18,000. 
Sweet commerce!... 


“The treatment of the aborigines was, naturally, most 
frightful in plantation-colonies destined for export trade 
only, such as the West Indies, and in rich and well- 
populated countries, such as Mexico and India, that 
were given over to plunder. But even in the colonies 
properly so-called, the Christian character of primitive 
accumulation did not belie itself. Those sober virtuosi 
of Protestantism, the Puritans of New England, in 
1703, by decrees of their assembly set a premium of 
40 pounds on every Indian scalp and every captured 
red-skin; in 1720 a premium of 100 pounds on every 
scalp; in 1744, after Massachusetts Bay had 
proclaimed a certain tribe as rebels, the following 
prices: for a male scalp of 12 years and upwards 100 
pounds (new currency), for a male prisoner 105 
pounds, for women and children prisoners 50 pounds, 
for scalps of women and children 50 pounds... 


“The colonial system ripened, like a hothouse, trade 
and navigation. The ‘societies Monopolia’ of Luther 
were powerful levers for concentration of capital. The 
colonies secured a market for budding manufactures, 
and, through the monopoly of the market, an increased 
accumulation. The treasures captured outside Europe 
by undisguised looting, enslavement, and murder, 
floated back to the [father]-country and were there 
turned into capital.” 
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Genocide is itself a material economic force; not mere racism, 
but the productive center, the heart of the new euro-capitalist world 
order. It took all the wealth violently squeezed out of the European 
laboring classes for centuries just to keep the ruling aristocracy, 
the Church, and the rising merchant-capitalists going; to pay for 
their luxurious lifestyle, their waste and speculation, and the always 
high cost of their wars and their parasitic State apparatus. On top 
of that, to build factories and finance new industries was only 
possible by additional super-profits from genocide. 


The Belgian radical economist Ernest Mandel estimates how 
without such super-profits, Europe would have not had the capital 
to industrialize: 


“a) E.J. Hamilton estimates in 500 million gold pesos 
the value of the gold and silver that the Spanish took 
to Europe between 1503 and 1660. 


“b) Colenbrander calculates 600 million gold florins 
for the treasure that the Dutch East India Company 
took out of Indonesia between 1650 and 1780. 


“‘c) Father Rinchon estimates as almost 500 million gold 
florins the profit on only the slave trade of French capital 
during the 18th century, without counting the profits 
obtained from the work of the slaves in the plantations of 
the West Indies, which was several times this amount. 


“d) According to H. Wiseman and the Cambridge 
History of the British Empire, it is considered that 
the earnings obtained with the work of the slaves in 
the British West Indies were at least some 200 to 300 
million gold pounds. 


“e) Finally, in the pillage of India in the period of 1750 
to 1800 only, the ruling class in Great Britain obtained 
between 100 and 150 million gold pounds. If these 
sums are added up, we get more than 1,000 million 
gold pounds, that is, more than the value of all the 
capital invested in all of the steam-operated industry 
of Europe around the year 1800.” 
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And Mandel does not even include the great profits reaped from 
the Afrikan slave trade by the British, the u.s. settlers, the Dutch 
and the Portuguese. 


The cost in human lives is beyond comprehension, particularly 
when we want to pretend that it isn’t happening (“I never knew 
anything about the gas chambers. How could we know what was 
happening to the Jews?”). Christopher Columbus led the first 
European invasion that occupied Hispaniola, the island containing 
both Haiti and the Dominican Republic. By his fourth trans-Atlantic 
voyage in 1502, he discovered that the once-large indigenous 
“Indian” population was being exterminated: 


“Columbus was shocked by the change since his last 
sight of the island, and he was right in saying that the 
fortunes of Espanola [Hispaniola] depended on the 
natives. Las Casas was of the opinion that between 
1494 and 1508 more than three million souls had per- 
ished on the island—slain in war, sent to Castile as 
slaves, or had been consumed in the mines and other 
labors. ‘Who of those born in future centuries will 
believe this? I myself who am writing this and saw it 
and know most about it can hardly believe such as 
possible... ’” 


Columbus was stunned at the magnitude of the genocide he 
had witnessed, which he thought almost beyond belief. Yet, what 
he saw was only a warm-up. In Mexico within one century the 
Spanish occupation had depopulated the land, reduced the 
indigenous population from 25 million to 14 million. And had burned 
the great Mayan library, killed the priest-scientists, and deprived 
the de-urbanized slave survivors of much of their culture. 
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Together, the u.s. settlers, British, French, Dutch, Portuguese 
and Spanish co-invaders killed some 100 million natives in the 
Western Hemisphere. And still the genocide goes on. It has, in 
fact, never even paused. 


From Afrika, the Atlantic slave trade sold 900,000 young women 
and men into captive labor and death in the 16th century; 2.75 
million Afrikans in the 17th century; 5.5 million in the 18th century; 
4 million in the 19th century. Add to these millions the uncounted 
millions who died, packed like wood side-by-side in the stinking 
holds of the slave ships during the rough “middle passage” across 
the Atlantic; another 15-20% or more. Add to this total an equal 
number of Afrikans killed in the wars in the interior to get the 
slaves in the first place, or from the famines caused by these wars. 


Finally, add onto all those millions of deaths the millions of 
Afrikans who were killed by the colonial powers to extract the 
mineral and agricultural wealth of the continent. Belgium, for 
example, industrialized itself from the super-profits gotten out of 
the great slave-labor mines of Congo, killing over 7 million persons 
according to their own historians. We know that the slave trade 
and euro-colonialism cost Afrika as many as 100 million lives over 
four centuries. Isn’t it hard to picture 100 million deaths? 


Walter Rodney said that genocide in Afrika was more than body 
counts, just as it was among the Mayan. Afrikan society was 
distorted, thrown into social chaos by the slave trade wars and the 
selective kidnapping of the young and able-bodied, with forced 
migration of nations, loss of economic roots, breakup of culture; 
and the bloody feeding of new oppressive and hierarchical Afrikan 
political empires (the forerunners of today’s neo-colonial Afrikan 
nations). The negative effect was so great, he pointed out, that the 
population of Afrika as a whole stagnated for centuries: 


Comparison of Population (in millions) 


1650 1750 1850 
Afrika 100 100 100 
Europe 103 144 274 
Asia 257 437 656 
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The true cost of industrializing Europe and the u.s.a., the cost © 


of powering up Western consumer society, was genocide on a world 
scale. Hundreds of millions of persons were consumed, whole 
societies burned up in the process. 


The patriarchy has long conditioned us on pain of prison or death 
to look the other way unthinkingly, to never see the genocide. 
Without breaking this lock, without confronting genocide, we can 
never know who we are and what we must become. 


What produces a system that bases its daily life on doing 
genocide? The answer is, a commodity civilization that formed itself 
through centuries of repressing and terrorizing its own “internal 
colony” of women, killing millions of us. How could sane Afrikans 
or Indians guess what this strange euro-capitalism would ultimately 
do? To white men, who were “made” by a social process in which 
they shared in the torturing and killing of their mothers, wives, sisters 
and daughters, doing genocide to other peoples was no big deal at 
all. Just another day at the office. 


Genocide against women cannot be separated from euro- 
capitalism, for it is both the father and the son of genocide against 
the colonized nations and peoples of the Third World. It is what led 
up to euro-colonialism, and what is the transformed and continuing 
wave of that genocide. 


euro-capitalism pretends to be the bringer of modern 
enlightenment—education, careers, and equality—for downtrodden 
Third World women. The white missionary lady of the 19th century 
has been updated by u.s. for-ron aid and foundation feminism. 
Always, patriarchal imperialism says that the oppression of women 
is worse the darker the skin color, because it comes from the 
barbaric nature of less-developed, pre-industrial stages of human 
society that white people are nobly leading away from. Don’t you 
agree that the sexism of Third World nations comes from “traditional 


native culture,” “tribal backwardness,” or “primitive religions and 
beliefs”? 


Most of the oppression of women in the world is not primitive 
but modern, caused by the rise of class society in general. And 
euro-capitalism in particular. Women’s oppression didn’t begin with 
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euro-capitalism, of course (it was the other way around). All class 
society began with the fall of womankind, and our condition exists 
to lesser or greater degree throughout the world. There are few, if 
any, idyllic societies in history. Walter Rodney found that: 


“Tt is interesting to note that while the Oba (king) of 
Benin was willing to sell a few female captives, it 
took a great deal of persuasion and pressure from 
Europeans to get him to sell male African prisoners of 
war, who would otherwise have been brought into the 
ranks of Benin society.” 


Women began in equality, in primitive communism or 
communalism thousands of years ago. The development of male 
class societies is also the development of the oppression of women, 
not the answer to it. Which is why the only societies that have 
rivaled euro-capitalism in the oppression of women have been other 
capitalisms—such as Islamic mercantile capitalism—or other well- 
developed, hierarchical class societies such as feudal Japan. It isn’t 
any coincidence that both the Islamic model and the feudal samurai 
model have real attraction for Third World men who want what 
white men have. 


Agta are one of the few societies where women also 
hunt. Here a woman returns from a successful hunt. 
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The equality that euro-capitalism tells us to jump for is the so- 
called right to play an equal role in men’s class society. In some 
societies before the hijacking of the world by euro-capitalism, women 
had their own economy and women’s society alongside that of 
men. Two societies in one, with different and complementary roles 
and tasks. Of course, euro-capitalism tends to dismiss this as “native 
women doing their laundry together in the river.” 


But it’s a powerful fact that for many women in the past, 
marriage was a social obligation to have children but one 
worked and lived in some real part in a women’s society. 
How tangible and near in time this is, has been buried by 
our own colonialization. 


We should understand the implications of Judith Van Allen’s 
research on the 1929 Women’s War (Ogu Umunwanyi ) waged 
by tens of thousands of Igbo women in what is now eastern Nigeria, 
against the British empire: 


“In November of 1929, thousands of Igbo women from 
these provinces converged on the Native _ 
Administration centers—settlements that generally \ 
included the headquarters and residence of the British 
colonial officer for the district, a Native Court building 
and a jail, and a bank or white trader’s store (if such 
existed in the district). The women chanted, danced, 
sang songs of ridicule, and demanded the caps of office 
(the official insignia) of the Warrant Chiefs, the Igbo 
chosen from each village by the British to sit as 
members of the Native Court. At a few locations the 
women broke into prisons and released prisoners. 
Sixteen Native Courts were attacked, and most of 
these were broken up or burned. The ‘disturbed area’ 
covered about 6,000 square miles and contained about 
two million people. It is not known how many women 
were involved, but the figure was in the tens of 
thousands. On two occasions, British District Officers 
called in police and troops who fired on the women 
and left a total of more than 50 dead and 50 wounded. 
No one on the other side was seriously injured. 
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“The British ‘won’, and they have imposed their 
terminology on history; only a very few scholars have 
recorded that the Igbo called this the “Women’s War.’ 
And in most histories of Nigeria today one looks in 
vain for any mention that women were even involved. 
‘Riots,’ the term used by the British, conveys a picture 
of uncontrolled, irrational action involving violence to 
property and persons, or both. It serves to justify the 
‘necessary action to restore order,’ and it accords with 
the British picture of the outpouring of Igbo from their 
villages as some sort of spontaneous frenzy, explained 
by the general ‘excitability’ of these ‘least disciplined’ 
of African peoples...” 


Those Igbo women were trying to kick out British 
imperialism, but they were also acting, as was their right 
and duty in their Afrikan society, to defend their women’s 
economy and women’s society. For among the pre-imperialist 
Igbo, women shared an equality that went beyond anything women 
have in even the most industrialized nations today. 


Each woman farmed her own plot of land & processed the 
palm seeds that men grew into palm oil (receiving the palm kernel 
itself as her payment). She marketed her own agricultural surplus, 
selling as well the baskets, pots and prepared foods that women 
made. Whatever she earned was hers to keep. 


To protect themselves from the slavers Igbo women always 
traveled to market in pairs, carrying the stout wooden pestles used 
for grinding which were also each woman’s personal weapon. 


Now, Igbo society as a whole was organized into patrilineal 
clans, and was to outward appearances at least nominally a 
patriarchy. We could say that patriarchy had appeared but only in 
embryo. Men grew in their economy the most profitable crops 
and controlled the long-distance trading, while women controlled 
the local markets. Formal political leadership was held by men, 
although any women who wished to could take part in meetings of 


the village council (they had a saying: “Wisdom does not have a 
sex”), 
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This is in a different context than amerikkka. The Igbo didn’t 
have the “civilized” conception of political leadership as control of 
the State, with a central authority enforcing decisions on the people. 
Instead, that Afrikan society governed by persuasion in a process 
of face-to-face discussion and consensus. Posts of leadership were 
positions of honorary status and not positions of command. 


More importantly, the Igbo women had their mikiri, or village 
women’s meetings, which existed as a parallel women’s government 
to the mostly-male village assemblies. In the mikiri, Afrikan women 
shared their thoughts and troubles, coming together to defend 
women’s self-interest as a people for the good of the larger society. 
_ Men who abused women or women’s property (such as by letting 
their livestock fatten up on women’s land) were stopped by the 
mikiri. 

The mikiri wasn’t 
like a middle-class 
women’s group in the 
metropolis. It was a 
form of women’s self- 
government, with 
real powers. Coming 
together in the mikiri, . 
Afrikan women would 
make rules, both. 
economic and social, 
that were binding on the 
whole village—men 
as well as women. 
Violators were subject 
to the women’s strike, 
whereupon all women 
would refuse to trade 
with the man, cook food 
for him, have sex with 
him, or care for his small 
children. In a close-knit 
Afrikan village, such a 
sentence was much 
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heavier than it would be in our mass-anonymous society. Like a 
sentence of social death. Such ultimate punishment was rare, since 
men recognized the mikiri’s authority. 


More common was the mikiri acting “to sit on a man,” usually 
one who was beating a woman. All the women would surround his 
house, their faces decorated with ashes and carrying ferns and 
ceremonial sticks invoking the power of their women ancestors. 
Chanting insults and demands, singing ridicule, they would wear 
the angry man down. Any physical resistance by the man would be 
beat down by the massed women. If necessary, the women would 
pull his house down and destroy its contents. 


It could go on for days. Only after he gave in, criticizing himself and 
promising to act differently in the future, would the women leave. This 
is the mechanism, named women’s war by the Igbo, which many 
mikiri acting together invoked against the British in 1929. 


ft 


The Miltary Strategy of VYomen and CAtidren 


The British colonizers, products of centuries of euro-capitalist 
tenonsm und conditioning of women, knew nothing about bebo 
women's self-povermment. [in [SOO they had swallowed Northern 
Nigeria, Where the Atnkan communal culture had been weakened 
by islamic capitalism, and where Afnmkan women were therefore 
already stripped of their freedom and identity, So the British 
expected mo trouble from lebo women when they conquered the 
rest of Nigeria 


What at long last provoked the Women’s War in 1929 was the 
rumor that the British, having already laid a heavy tax on men’s 
livestock and prodiice, were planning to do the same to the separate 
women's economy. In ance of Oloko area, the three women 
leaders there decided, with general agreement, that any woman 
approached for tixes must spread the word so all could deal with 
callectively, 


“On November 23, an agent of the Oloko Warrant 
Chief, Okueo. entered a compoond and teld one of 
the married women, Mwanyeruwa, to count ber 2oars 
and sheep, She replied angrily, ‘Wes veur mother 
i counted?" at which ‘they 
closed, seizing each other by 
the throat.’ Nwanveruva's 
report to the Oloke women 
convinced them they were to 
taked, Messengers 
were sent to menh- 
boring areas, are 
wornen streamed 
into Qloke from 
wll aver Ovwerri 
Province, They ‘sat on’ 
QOkuge and demanded his 
cap of office. They massed 
In protest ac the Lstrict 
Office and succeeded 

in getting written 
assurances that they 

Were nol to be taxed, 
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After several days of mass protest meetings, they also 
succeeded in getting Okugo arrested, tried, and 
convicted of ‘spreading news likely to cause alarm’ 
and of physical assault on the women. He was 
sentenced to two years imprisonment, 


“News Of this victory spread rapidly through the 
market-mikiri-ogho network, [ogha were women's 
associations based on lineage or natal village) and 
Women In many areas then attempred to get cid af 
their Warrant Chiefs and the Native Administration 
iiself. Nwanvyeruwa became something of a heroine 
as reports of her resistance spread. Money poured in 
from grateful women from villages scattered over a 
wide area but linked by kinship to Nwanyerwa’s 
miurital village. Nwanyeruwae herself, however, was 
‘oontent to. allow" leadership in her area to be exercised 
by someone else, The maney collected was not used 
for her but for delegates going to meetings of women 
throughout southern Igboland to coordinate the 
Women's Wear, 


“The British ended the rebellion only by using large 
Huirnbers of police an seldiers—and, o9 One Occasion, 
the Boy Scouts. Although the shootings in muid- 
December and the growing number of police and 
soldiers in the area led the women to halt most of 
their activities, disturbances continued into 1930). The 
‘disaffected arcas’—all of Owerri and Calabar 
proviness—were occupred by pavernment forces. 
Punitive expeditions burned or demolished compounds, 
took provisions from the villages to feed the troops, 
and confiscated property in payment of fines levied 
arbitrarily aeainst villages in retribution for damages.” 


Igbo women had made the formal demand that “all white men 
Should go to their own country.” At the very least, they demanded 
that British women be appointed as District Officers, in accordance 
with the equality of power customary to their dual-gender 
ecvernment system. To Oxford-educated En@lishmen, this sounded 
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irrational, like a satire or an imsull. Accustomed to already-hroken 
European women, they were unable to understand the extent of 
these Afrikan women’s self-assertion and self-covernment. Ohne 
man wrote back to London that it was alla hoax to make fun of the 
British Crown, that the Afnikan men had probably coached their 
wives behind the scenes on what to do and say. 


The British moved to wipe out the wife and to reduce Afrikan 
women down to the powerless and dependent state of white 
women. Their colonial administration created an oppressive 
putriurchal machinery where none had existed before the 40th 
century, Native courts and mative sovernment and native police 
were created—all male, in European uniforms, structured on 
Wester lines, and onder imperialist command, 


Lise of force by women was outlawed; “to sit on” a man or to 
call a women’s strike against him was made illezal. In the euro 
capitalist way, all wemen’s complaints had to be submitted to a 
Native Coun of men, whose verdicts based on capitalist law would 
be enforced by other men carrying rifles, So among the Iebo, while 
patriarchy was already visible tn embryo form, its full, sickening 
rise didn’t come from any traditional culture, It was done as 
government policy by white men, graduates of Oxford and 
Cumbridae, from offices in London during the 2{kh century, 
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idouht that Igbo women thought they were in paradise, or that 
lebo society was anything remotely like a Uhopia, Yet and azain, 
they had—and fought to keep—something that we don’t even 
remember we lost, In the u.s.a., “equality” and “equal justice under 
law’ (those mythical beasts no one has ever seen) are understood 
as wornen becoming lawyers and plaintiffs in the patriarchal legal 
system. Demanding that dick's avatem should protect os and our 
children from dick—please? “Course we know how well that works, 
[gbo women had a different concept, their own communal justice 
eystem. All women personally joined in making women's laws and 
enforcing Women's justice, No cops, no lawyers, no judges, no 
dick. OF course, that’s kinda commounistic. 


Heavy capitalist State taxes sucked the life our of the traditional 
women's farming for use, while the new imperialist economy of 
wage-labor, exploitative as it was, was largely reserved for men. 
Women's commerce lost ground as the new industrial products 
came in, sold by Western companies and their male Afrikan 
employees and partners. For most igho women inthe new ecomomy, 
there were al first only two choices of wage-libor: domestic servant 
and prostitute, 


There was one ray of hope permitted inthe new colonial system, 
that of a better individual life through Westem education. This was 
provided by British women missionuntes (the forenmners of foundation 
feminism), who demanded asa condition that each Afrikan farnily 
whose girls entered school give up “pagan™ customs such as the mukiri, 
Christianity, like its brothers [slam and Judaism, was the enemy of 
women's community not merely indheory but in fact. 


Tf the white soldier was the “stick” to smash Igho women's 
sOcLeLY, white women were used to dangle the “carrot” to lure 
desperate women away from their culture. Girls school had a 
different curriculum than boys, blending the same Christian 
indoctrination with “home economics” training on how to be a eeod 
housewife for an upwardly-educated Afrkan man, Just as in the 
lone centuries of the Witchhunt, euro-capitalism intended to wipe 
out “women” and replace them with “wives,” if we understand the 
difference, 


Again, iask, who was backward and who was advanced? 
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It was eura- —e 
capitalism that Somali Women Stride ee 
was the bringer Despite the Scars of Teadish 


af backwa edness, = DEATELLA Lone \mper' 
ihe destroyer al Hara | feria in, Done 4h =i i phe fae 


WOHTIGN'S CCOMICHTTY iret pal aia elise enaearsire poi Sy 
and land. Ac- 
celerating and force- 
feeding all the 
patoarchal and selt- 
destructive elements 
that exast within each 
soclely It OVeERFLUIMS 


Muny [gbo 
WOMEN Were Sur- 
prised that any 
Mei. even savage 
Europeans, could be 
sO perverted as ta 
Shoot ilo Women's 
rightful demeon- 
strations, which had been called by the Full women’s authority, To 
them this violated the most baste social compact that held the human 
face together. But then, Afrikan women knew nothing about the 
Witchhunt, didn’t know that white eurc-eivilization had already 
tortured and executed millions of their own women ta lay the 
foundation for this new social order, Genocide against women 1s 
intrinsic to the rise of capitalisnas a World social system, just as it 
15 Intrinsic to neo-colonialisen towduy, 


euro-capalilism didn't simply occupy a nation or peaple militarily, 

It dug in and expanded its mule by invading the culture of the 
Oppressed mition, like the HEV virus takes over the camimanod center 
of a healthy cell, altering its class structure and culture to mimic 
ie oppressor. Everywhere, cunt-capilalism continued the Witchbunt 
in new forms, taking land away from women, destroying the 
women's economy and independence, raising upa native patriarchy 
(Well make aman of you, son”) which got addicted to capitalistic 
Values, including the oppression of women. 
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This was done consciously, since the imperialists knew very 
well (much better than socialists did) that their systern was 
impossible without the destruction of women as a people. They 
succeeded so well that even the very idea of genocide against 
WOME 1s missing From our minds. 
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Nayar women in India’s Kerala province had never personally 
#aperienced patriarchy orclass exploitation until the British conquest 
inthe 19th century. Navar lived in the tarawad, their large matrilineal 
joint households, where land and its products were used in common. 
Nayar women could have more than one husband in their household 
(Le, polyandry), 0 there was oo individual fatherhood in the way 
amenkkkans are used to. Family identity was only in the motherline. 
Men bequeathed personal property mot to their biological children, 
but to their sister’ s children. Households passed from mother to 
claie titer. 


British capitalism roughly broke all this up. New colonial marriage 
low replaced the “promiscuous” Nayar women-centered household 
Wilh the patriarchal monogamous family, justas oew British-imposed 
inheritance law instructed Nayar men to leave their property to 
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their first-bom son instead of their maternal family. And the British 
made sure that Nayar men had private property of their own. The 
Nayar were not a primitive people, and the British occupation 
recruited Nayar men as white-collar clerks in their colonial civil 
service. This gave Nayar men alone a cash income. None of this 
was by accident, of course, 


“Men and women are not sufficiently differentiated yet in 
Burma,” waned Fielding Hall, the Political Officer for Burma in 
the British colonial service in 1887-1] 891. “itis the mark of a young 
race. Ethnologists tell us that, to the earliest peoples the difference 
was very slight, As a race grows older the difference increases...” 


As a Political Officer, Hall supervised—with much personal 
satisfaction—the stamping out of Burmese wormen’s independence 
and the remolding of Burmese culture: “/e Rangoen the large 
Enelish stores are wndermining the bazaars where the waned 
ied to earn an independent livelihood, With her power of 
independence will disappear her free will and her influence.” 


Hall then says that “it is ineveble” that women should lose 
their influence, for “the nations who succeed are not feminine 
nations but the masculine.” 


U.S. Confirms Reports of Mass Rapes by Burmese 


aio) Ae Ged be opel 
are eee erga be cemenls§ 

In Auge (ht Gove Deperinee ss 
fore oof Cepecracey, Hurnad 
Rights snl Labay ponte cond oe 
eneederscd oo! (ik Tee cheer 
ening. Bene! gee Sho ee 
Gumwic, diabed acne [roe 
nother Thales. where ey ha 


Demwerecs, Ue pd ticn | per iy bed hy 
Com Jong San baa HA 

Eeniee Wie wear, everel ob t 
poe! opps pak 
reports eling ig, amin rigah erky 
liora by the Rif nary in die elon. ui 
APL per ape gs 

Keporig perma ceed bey: ches Sear, Hae 
rans Dips Poiana Le Shp 


tig ETEWBR FELLA 

WASHIMTOUA, ke. = The 
Unie Hae hes obiebend cor reir 
ride craderce tet rome raped el 
tozdnede of prs ocd werech Be 
ew fie rai be ie Bee 
met ia Gra fem Preece, 
cwhire (he oldary gee credetel baa 


tried bat years ta mupetd) on) ein: 
feb lee Lhe Soaks Depend sae 


bins ; 
* oie Patra ve pes inn bed Lee 
Cri: Gives potrireart kod re 
pregaed “werg cea! phew ba 
Fae ed cher wees Le corre. 
Foire rip Barres, ae Che pr 
aren: fee fe Bryarr 
gpedbey oo! “wack feed cries” 
Sachingies bap Gao calle fer eee 
Unied Hatlerd carp ond Bees 
edopelny Fremigica cl cha reps 
ari. Shiloh were trai made of 
faced at POLED Bae, 
Tae Burress geeermmed bi ee 
tee or ee | 
Wiraticgem kas craprniled ‘AE 
cde cour a ben ar 
wn pelitical dais Ge he 
wibiary junia ol ft The ja 
| co kook pee da ed a 
che rearalie of a Gacberesary elec- 
Lito bre A had yn ei Te 
fede bey the Ralege) League For 


Ge 


Horners fee bereork mere ef ey 
nome bed Pee ae ee Be 
gad soded de ft el war’ 
nga clans Were vicliert of 
presence! (epee Gove Tew te 
Tree bare bar ee 

in Wevernber, dep 9, Eee, oe 
qa secrete od MRF far Egal 
Age odd Paris 185, Sel cope 
sag Goa tha only abet ogee cir 
hes, "Bo ore ee Gob by 
carpet kaa] Rings, Faeeed! rekea- 
cas aed keccwel batty hear hoes ie 
mera fiee! ie cefagen Chea lea Thal - 
jane hs peer ed ceed o lap 
pees of ieerety depleed 

"be ome 

in peeral Ar. Kell, aa, 1S re 
haar Qari ohibe eee a re Arg 
Se Fad A, lie pine peed Pat 
ppp fin Heder, [ora base ar re 
bol nel Gel fa dg oe pea! 
res, i ery Re egal 
aregs oped. abtamagt ler pedicel 


Teck forae th ee oad es ga 
raged ip ae ae ee eee 
chvtiag back [Fe inet 4 Deseer tel 
grt ookd ahs Bed raped ir Joe. 

“Al tertiles onder LS appeared 
eierey treme] ed ba Gear meee 
ees, were eee ey ed 
geek (a ehdopere, Ff af el! accord 
fag fo Sie Ceperitesee repari 
peice co Tec. LT el deere 
iodap ia Te Mashhad Poa. “The 
Oe oa eed Feels OP 
dee tevalied Gaerite becideres af 
dei: oni rage oe ed of biel 
ropet. Ke mre anal aomcuites ol fern: 
de renee ' 

The pejart ald ied aa bongh he 
in ieewip AoA Komp ered: 
aL” fe ehib eens conan! el 
cechoeher dee cherefoee creditle 

Tis Siete: (egarionnd ol Bah 
lappa eon eri Aue i ee 
cperie shh oe Lege 
deal in Corry od ren Sy. 


Mehich Vil You Be: Yanimer of Arvil? 


Lhe a, =? ; 7 2 ou ee nn a 
Metis bie tea fd ip Clnted Jie, int. ser she re oor antes wr aya & oar aga 


—— oe eo 


Ware of VWiamen’s Killings Can founds fuarez 


——— —— — mh, oe pli pas doe peed, abo Olga! che aad Lc a 
Dy GINTER TRIAD Aen, OF psig rate cpio GT the vinden ape’ 


Which brings us here and now, A newspaper story poked ne in 
the eve yesterday; “US.RANKS THIRD AMONG NATIONS 
IN STUDY OF EQUALITY FOR WOMEN.” But isn’t settler 
amerikkka the most “masculine nation” of all? For no other major 
nation has been built ao purely on world genocide, Qur whitelife 
has no history, no identity, no culture, no economy without genocide. 
Gurside of genocide we are a blank. 


amerikkkans want lo distance themselves trom genocide. You 
know, it's always something long age (“You cant change the past!) 
or far away (“There's never been anything like the Jewish 
Holocaust”), But genocide is running, right now, [t's not far away. 
You see, we are the genocide, i mean that literally and precisely, 
Everything we are, our bodies and our education, our careers and 
our plans for our children, has af! been made of genocide. 


Thai's why we don't wart to know whe we are. 
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Science & 
Learning to Resist 


i want to talk about white women in amerikkka both because 
that is what 1 am and because european women have a different 
herstory than ours. Although we often wish to pretend that we are 
the same. That is when we are not busy pretending that women of 
indigenous nations & Latinas & New Afrikan women are just us 
with different colored skin. All just sisters, right or wrong? 


In the previous chapter we discussed how the long rise of euro- 
capitalism, beginning in the 13th century, led masses of european 
women to fight back by regrouping themselves into the Beguines, 
a communal working women’s culture with women’s houses, 
women’s neighborhoods, and women’s fortified towns. This 
community sheltered a radical women’s conspiracy against the ruling 
classes. The rising euro-capitalism only gained its unique powers 
by genocide against women, by the institutionalized killings and 
terror and looting of women in the centuries long Witchhunt. 


And, when armed with this power, euro-capitalism expanded to 
invade other continents, it encountered many societies in which 
women had always had real power & real equality. We used one 
example of Igbo women in Nigeria, where within a society with 
patriarchal trends those Afrikan women still had their own separate 
women’s economy & women’s self-government (parallel to that 
of men), whose rules were enforced by what in our terms would 
be a women’s militia. Enforced on men as well as women. 


We are so unlike those free women that we can’t recognize 
them. They are less real to us than dolphins and redwoods. Nor 
are we the European women who waged their own communal 
conspiracy against the invading capitalism for generations, and were 
only defeated by the Witchhunt after untold deaths. Amerikkkan 
feminists wanna believe we are those women, but we aren’t. 


For one, those women’s communities were anti-capitalist. That 
is, they had communal worker economies and in both cases their 
political struggles were against the invasive euro-capitalism. To 
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stay separate from it. But during most of the herstory of our white 
women’s movement, it’s been accepted as fact that patriarchal 
imperialism is something we have to live with, accommodate to. 
We’ ve spent much of our energies getting into it. It’s so good for 
white men that most white women always think if we can just 
smooth out the rough edges it’! be great for us, too. So free women 
were fighting to get out while we’ re fighting to co-exist within it. 
Not the same at all. 


The other thing is genocide. Those free women were fighting 
genocide, while white women in amerikkka are the sterilized result 
of genocide. We must describe genocide as a culture precisely 
because it is an accepted way of life to us. Which is why white 
women don’t want to see that the first genocide is against women. 
It cuts too close to home. 


We’re still afraid to see that we are not what women were, that we 
are stripped of being women. In communal non-class societies women 
were a people strong physically & strong ethically. Strong as community. 
We made human community, and controlled reproduction as our 
science. Women as a people were self-reliant. What we needed we 
did for self, whether it was weaving textiles or developing agriculture 
or teaching our young. Production and reproduction and other 
sciences were shared by women’s community. 


Today there’s billions of us but we don’t have a housing program 
or a transportation system or a foreign policy. Wars go on all around 
us & over us but we have no army & no defense plan. We’re not 
in any map & no one has to take account of us because we’re not 
even in the ballpark. One white woman today may be a karate 
black belt or a cop, but that doesn’t mean she can defend herself 
from a surprise attack or a gang attack, or that a hundred other 
women on the next block are any safer. That’s proven fact. It’s not 
the same as a community of women that didn’t permit any strange 
or unapproved men to live around them & expelled men by force if 
necessary. Yet we are taught to never have communal women's 
solutions to our problems. Just individual white solutions. 


Genocide doesn’t always mean total physical elimination of a 
nation or people, when the oppressor needs your body live. Euro- 
capitalism in the Witchhunt burned millions of women, remember, 
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to destroy women as a people who had our own communalism and 
culture. The terrorized survivors were needed as property, for our 
labor & our reproduction. But we weren’t permitted to gather 
together or live together in any numbers. We were split up and 
parceled out to men “piece” by “piece” while the patriarchal State 
appointed itself our guardian & the regulator of our bodies. 


We’re much less than women were yet we deny our own 
genocide. 


We can’t see it yet, because if we saw how genocide worked 
on us then we’d have to see how we’ ve been reduced to helping 
do that same genocide to New Afrikan women, to Puerto Rican 
women, to women of indigenous nations. 


Since our white privileges are 100% dependent on us doing 
that, we deny “other” women’s genocide. We think of the housing 
projects that so many sisters are confined to as “housing”, when 
really they’re more akin to reservations or koncentration kamps — 
you don’t really think they built projects ’cause Black people needed 
housing, do you? Actually, that is what we wanna think even though 
it’s a silly thought. They run projects because they wanted social 
prisons for Black women like they have criminal prisons for Black 
men. 


We force them to live there or be homeless, then we flood the 
projects with dope & alcohol & guns (none of which New Afrikan 
men produce but all of which are mysteriously freely available to 
them in any quantity no matter how poor they are) while our police 
threaten and disarm the women. 
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Israeli soldier picked for Elle fashion mag spread loses 
her tongue and lower jaw in West Bank ambush 


When pholographar Rani Safer set aul to catalog thes tife of a femade fsrarl soldier on and dif duty for Bie magazine, arny officers immedialeiy 
nominated Chant Abramiey, “You can cnunt ox har to veateh your back »“ Shay aaid, Last week, the 1S-yaurcid fest ber longue and reach cf her lower 
Fs jane eheaneln waasrahot ching x kerrorkd- ambush LEFT: Abrareoy prepares for anight out dancing. RIGHT: Allarget practios. Datatla, Page G. 


Like the patriarchy has given us the wink and the nod, so we 
know we got dick’s permission to go after penthouses & hustlers. 
We’ re so self-righteously “anti-porn” cause we’re too terrorized 
ourselves to be anti-rape, anti-cop. Just think, tho. Isn’t it true when 
we were first enslaved that men didn’t have no playboy, only the 
bible, the talmud & the koran? Millions more women have died 
cause of the bible than hustler. But we’re justly too scared to 
cross dick, to get him mad at us. 


The failure of amerikkkan women to extract ourselves from 
patriarchy, from economic collaboration, from parasitism, from 
physical submission to the rule of men has led to the hostility and 
derision the masses of Third World women feel toward us & our 
movements. New Afrikan and Puerto Rican women conduct 
continuous guerrilla warfare as they come up against us in their 
daily lives. Whether we appear as case workers, teachers, cops, 
or university professors, they do not fail to see that we are the 
comb that divides the strands of who shall live and who shall die. 
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Rhee cur 
lel Real 


They are under no delusion that we are an independent 
community of women that can relate to their nations, and peoples 
in revolutionary struggle. They hide their lives from us because 
they know that we will betray them to dick. | 


We are weaker in the face of our male oppressor than they are 
in dealings with men of their nations. Even tho we believe the 
opposite. Genocide against the New Afrikan nation has been held 
at bay by their strength. Else why do our boys flood their 
neighborhoods with armies of cops & gangs & drug dealers? They 
are as yet undefeated. Function much more as communities of 
women. Don’t doubt it. 


Quick pictures: i remember a New Afrikan woman on my block 
threatening to throw her caseworker head first down the stairs if 
that white woman didn’t stop threatening to take her kids away. 
Next day all the “welfare women” threatened the worker. Day 
after, no more worker. 


Eleanor Bumpurs, elderly and ill and alone in her project 
apartment in Harlem. They sent an army of cops to do her, a six- 
pack of SWAT with flak jackets and shotguns and all. ’Cause they 
were afraid of her. She might hurt them. They didn’t doubt it. 


Sisters think Miss Ann is one sad case. 
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SCIENCES OF RESISTANCE 


Women have relative to men today much, much less science 
than the communities of women did before Man’s class society. 
Once most of the available technology was manifested in textiles, 
pottery, horticulture, medicine and other women’s terrain. Women 
were once the artists, technicians & scientists of the human race. 
Today, patriarchy has whole developed sciences of their own, an 
overall male system of knowledge that gets things done the way 
they want it. However lumbering & messed up it is, it works for 
them, this “B-52 science.” The patriarchy says that our only ambition 
can be to join these sciences men have made for themselves & 
their world. 


We are in the first stage of rediscovering and developing 
women’s sciences in a modern context. There is no doubt that in, 
say, the year 1492 that much of women’s sciences in one part of 
the world or another was superior to the science of patriarchal 
euro-capitalism. But they systematically blocked off the future 
development of those earlier women’s sciences by destroying the 
economy & culture they grew out of. At the same time, euro- 
capitalism looted women’s sciences around the world to enrich 
men’s sciences. 


It’s wrong to mistake the products of science for the science 
itself. White men, for instance, spent over 500 years unsuccessfully 
trying to make alchemy work. Alchemy is the mythical secret of 
transforming base metals such as lead into gold. For 500 years 
euro-scientists worked & lusted after this—and in vain. But out of 
all their factual accumulation, their experiments with reagents, their 
work organizing knowledge learned from other peoples, came 
modern Western chemistry in the 17th century. Sir Isaac Newton, 
the English discoverer of the law of inertia & a historic physicist 
and chemist, was also the last great alchemist. Sciences develop 
from diverse attempts to organize knowledge, from religions, from 
crafts, from wrong & even fantastical theories. Women’s sciences 
were denied that full dialectic of development. 


We are still beginners, not leaders. When it came to our own 
bodies, then we saw that women needed our own science. Wasn’t 
the writing & publishing of Our Bodies, Ourselves such a milestone 
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to us? Weren’t feminist health collectives so basic to the early 
explosion of our women’s movement? And isn’t “Jane,” the 
clandestine abortion service operated illegally by feminists in 
Chicago during the pre-Roe vs. Wade dark ages, a prideful thing to 
us even now? 


Because we knew that we could never take back control of our 
bodies from the patriarchy unless we had all the knowledge. Because 
we sense that that which we do for ourselves, communally as 
outlaws, outside of men’s laws & structures, is what is most free. 
But most of us still don’t understand that it revolves around the 
further development of our own communal sciences. 


It was customary in “other” societies for reproduction to be 
controlled by the community of women. We know this, but we 
refuse to see what they did as involving science (i.e. an organized 
system of knowledge). A science that was political for women. 


After the defeat of the 1904 Herero Rebellion in Namibia against 
German colonialism, for example, those Afrikan women went ona 
birth-strike. They refused to provide more children to be slave 


rl 


The Military Strategy of Women and Children 


laborers for the white plantations. Noting that the Herero population 
fell from 80,000 to only 19,962 between 1892 and 1909, Maria 
Mies quotes a complaining white settler: 


“After the rebellion the native, particular the Herero, 
often takes the stand not to produce children... While 
the German farmers have been trying for years to 
remedy this sad state of affairs by offering a premium 
for each child born on the farm, for instance, a she- 
goat. But mostly in vain. A section of today’s native 
women has been engaged for too long in prostitution 
and are spoiled for motherhood. Another part does 
not want children and gets rid of them, when they are 
pregnant, through abortion. In such cases the 
authorities should interfere with all severity. Each case 
should be investigated thoroughly and punished by 
prison...” 


Those Afrikan women in Namibia limited births as women’s 
strategy, without any AMA or “ER”, because there, as in much of 
the world, women healers had learned to use native herbs and 
plants to induce abortion. Afrikan women in the Slave South used 
wild tansy. In Surinam they used a vegetable flower called “seven- 
broom” and green pineapple. Rhoda Reddock reminds sisters that 
Afrikan women slaves in Jamaica had not only used abortions to 
limit the supply of new slave labor but had resisted the slaveowner’s 
attempts to impose monogamous marriage to Afrikan men on them. 
By controlling their reproductive power those sisters played a big 
role in bringing down chattel slavery in the British colonies: 


“they were surprised by the resistance shown by 
the slave women who... recognized clearly their 
position as the property of the plantation owners. The 
fact is, that for more than 100 years, the majority of 
slave women in the Caribbean were neither wives 
nor mothers and by exercising control over their 
reproduction capabilities were able to deeply affect 
the plantation economy.” 
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It’s fact that communities of Afrikan women had an early science 
of reproduction different from that of Harvard & Yale. A non- 
invasive women’s science passed on by healers from mother to 
daughter. They had, relative to the euro-patriarchy of their time, 
more science than we do now. Which is why college-educated 
white women who feel quite superior to “other” have to beg the 
Big Nine for dick’s permission to buy an abortion, while Afrikan 
slave women controlled their reproduction as a communal 
conspiracy despite the watchful eye & the lash of the slave overseer. 
We think we’re so superior, but really we’re backward & dependent. 


White women are just beginning to see the dimensions of our 
need for sciences of resistance. Our need in the first place because 
we have to re-invent ourselves as a people, almost from scratch 
(and isn’t that what we’ve been struggling toward for 20 years 
now?). It isn’t a matter 
for us of simply having 
equal rights, because free 
women’s community 
with its culture, its 
structure of relationships, 
its material foundation in 
production and 
reproduction, has long 
been wiped out in euro- 
civilization. White women 
of amerikkka have never 
known any other life here 
than dick’s_ live-in 
assistants in capitalism’s 
invasion & occupation. If 
you think for a moment of 
“white woman” as a job 
title or a military rank 
you Il have a better sense 
of what i mean. 
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The other reason we need science to the max is that our struggle 
doesn’t take place in a neutral setting, but within a vast killer culture. 
Like all oppressed people we need to be able to deal with force, 
with massive violence, as a practical fact of life. Every inch of this 
country and every body & blade of grass in it is owned by patriarchal 
imperialism, a killer culture which will butcher you, me, our kids, 
too & 10,000 other women the day they think it necessary. We 
know it, too, which is why we back down so often. Even on that 
one night a year when white women have their little march & 
promise ourselves that someday we’re going to take back what 
we lost. 


It’s not about guns, you know. It’s about knowing who you are. 
In any revolution, in any social crisis, any struggle for freedom, 
women suddenly break out and become incandescent with change. 
Because, really, it all began with us and can only end with us. 
Human oppression began with the erosion of the indigenous 
communal societies into men’s ownership of women and “his” 
children that we produced. That was their first captive labor force, 
which by sacred male custom even the poorest man is supposed to 
be entitled to. Women were the first subject people categorized by 
biology, the first oppressed race. It all leads back to us. 
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Which is why in any social upheaval, any cracks in the patriarchal 
order, women break out, begin being “crazy” and changing 
ourselves. Oppressors are thrown into confusion when this 
happens, but soon recognize it with hatred as the most fundamental 
challenge to their being. 


When we look at the lives of feminist revolutionaries a hundred 
years ago, it is noteworthy how fresh, how modern they seem. In 
some cases they could be young revs of the 21st century. It is the 
power of Women’s Liberation that shines through their lives. 


Jiu Jin was born in 1875 and was executed by the Chinese 
government in 1907. She is known as one of the pioneers in the 
Chinese women’s struggle. Jiu Jin made herself into a feminist 
poet and a woman warrior, one who had taught herself swordfighting 
and riding. 


The first woman member of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s historic 
revolutionary nationalist movement, Jiu Jin wanted a women’s army 
to free China from the oppressive Manchu dynasty, the white and 
Japanese imperialist invaders, and the chains of patriarchy. She 
began by illegally leaving the arranged marriage her well-to-do 
family had forced her into. Her story, as related by Elisabeth Croll 
in Feminism and Socialism in China, could be a story of our 
times: 


“She founded a revolutionary society among women 
students and applied to become a member of the 
Restoration League, later part of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s 
‘Revolutionary Alliance.’ At first her application was 
refused on ‘the grounds of her sex’. Eventually, unable 
to resist her entreaties they permitted her to become 
the first woman member. She spoke at numerous 
meetings, often wrote articles for the periodicals 
published by Chinese students and was said to stir her 
audience with her passionate patriotism and her clear 
analysis of events in China. 


“In 1906 she returned to China where she 
manufactured explosives and founded a woman’s 
magazine. Both projects were short-lived and within 
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a few months she had returned to Zhejiang to take up 
an appointment as principal of the Tatung College of 
Physical Culture. Here she founded a branch of the 
Revolutionary League, raised funds, established 
contacts with secret societies and built up a peoples’ 
and a separate women’s army at her school. In league 
with her cousin she helped to engineer a number of 
sporadic uprisings which prematurely exploded and 
were put down. Her revolutionary enthusiasm and 
strong feminism aroused hostility, and opposition to 
her activities was such that within a year she had been 
arrested and executed. 


“Jiu Jin through her personal struggle against the 
restraints surrounding a feminine role became a 
conscious feminist. In her personal life she often 
assumed the name ‘Quinxiong’, which means 
‘Compete with men,’ and one photograph portrays 
her dressed as a man in Western clothes with quite a 
jaunty cloth cap. Her poem ‘Strive for Women Power’ 
reveals her impatience with men’s superiority and 
repression: 


aoe 


We women love our freedom, 

Raise a cup of wine to our efforts for freedom; 
May Heaven bestow equal power on men, women. 
We would rise in fight, yes! Drag ourselves up... 


“‘Former practice was deeply humiliating: 
Maidens, young girls were actually mated like 
cows, mares. 

New light dawns in time of illustrious culture. 
Man’s desire to stand alone, supreme, to enslave us 
Underlings must be torn up by the roots...’” 


While Jiu Jin became famous after her death among young 
women in China, and as a feminist poet and a woman warrior 
continued to inspire many to become revolutionaries, she was more 
typical than not for feminists. During the 1911 Nationalist revolution 
there was continual conflict between nationalist men trying to hold 
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their doors shut and thousands of young women fighting their way 
into the armed struggle, as nurses, spies, ammunition smugglers, 
assassins, and soldiers. Women made uniforms for themselves and 
organized into units such as the Zhejiang Women’s Army, the 
National Women’s Army, the Women’s Murder Squad, and the 
Amazon Corps of the Dare to Die Soldiers. The last was an 
assassination force of Dr. Sun Yat-Sen’s party, formed to wipe out 
key counter-revolutionaries in Beijing. 


More than a patriotic struggle was happening. Young Chinese 
women by the thousands, and then the hundreds of thousands, were 
building themselves into a cultural revolution. Not a change in male 
rulers or governments, but the attempted overthrowing of an entire 
society and its culture. These women themselves began to go 
through intense changes of the kind we know. As a public sign that 
they refused to “bow our heads” to patriarchy, the young rebels 
cut their hair short and often wore either men’s dress, uniforms, or 
practical garb of their own choosing. This was a sensation. 
Reactionary men were enraged. While lesbians here get harassed 
and attacked by men in public for not conforming, in China then for 
rebellious women to stop posturing in male-prescribed ways, to 
declare in their appearance that they were out of male control, 
was a brave stand defying the real threat of lynching or execution. 
Thousands were killed. 


SRR! 
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Women took these risks because taking part in the Revolution 
and the armed struggle were a personal means of overcoming the: 
patriarchy around them, In 1927 the new Nationalist government 
established a women's military college in Wouchang [or 
propagandists who would work with the army on its Norther 
Expedition to finish retaking the country. This was a communist 
project, actually. Almost all of the new students were teenagers 
escaping marriages. As one later pul it: “Where could she go, a 
girl under twenty years of age and without half a piece of 
cash to bless herself with?” There was a consciousness of 
rejecting not only the old Chinese bondage of forced marriage 
servitude, but also the new Westen bondage of preoocupation with 
“Tove” romance with aman as the supposed fulfillment of woman's 
life, Croll shows this in the words of one of the students: 


“As soon as we had learned to sing the chorus of the 
Revolutionary song called ‘Struggle’, everyone of us 
liked to hum the chorus: 


“Train quickly to become the Vanguard of the 
peaple, 
fo wipe away fhe old wave, and Down with Lave, 


Accomplish the Socialist Revelation, you great 
womer, | 


“Every time they sang the phrase “Down with Love’, 
she said, “we would always shout especially loudly, as 
if we wanted to warn all aur fnends that during the 
time of our mission we were not going Lo give any 
thought to love."... She said they were ready to 
sacrifice their lives in order to create a future society 
which could be enjoyed by all members of society. 
For ‘unless the old system was completely shattered, 
womankind could never be freed,” 
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“Women Hold Up Half the Sky” (photo eeva-inker1) 
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Few remember today that 
the word “communist” was 
chosen by poor working class 
rebels in 19th century europe, 
following the example set by the 
“Communards” of the Paris 
Commune of 1871. This first 
socialist and anarchist 
government by the oppressed 
took over the city of Paris 
when the capitalist 
government surrendered to 
the victorious German 
invaders in the Franco- 
Prussian War of 1871. The 
revolutionary democracy held 
Paris only briefly, from March 
through the end of May, 1871, 
until the French capitalist army 
from Versailles (the former French royal estate) retook its capital 
in an orgy of mass rapes and executions. 


caricature of a communarde 


What most outraged world capitalist opinion about the Commune 
was the self-liberation of women. The elder Dumas, a reactionary 
writer, expressed the spirit of his class: ““We shall say nothing 
about their females, out of respect for women—whom these 
resemble once they are dead.” The correspondent for the 
London Times wrote with disquiet: “If the French Nation were 
composed of nothing but women, what a terrible nation it 
would be.” Capitalism was naked in its fear of these women, who 
were feminists as well as being from the poorest classes— 
seamstresses, prostitutes, laborers. 


In her account of the women of the Commune, The Women 
Incendiaries, Edith Thomas tells us of how the French government 
retook Paris from the people: 


“Tn spite of bitter local defenses, the Versailles troops 
advanced little by little. At the corner of the Rue Racine 
and the Rue Ecole de Medecine, the barricade was 
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held by women. On the Rue du Pot-de-Fer, women 
were fighting. On the Rue Mouffetard women brought 
a fleeing sergeant back into the fighting. In the Place 
du Pantheon, women prepared rifles, while the men 
fired. The barricade on the Place du Chateau-d’ Eau 
exerted a sort of fascination. An English medical 
student, who had set up an ambulance alongside it, 
tells us: “Just at the moment when the National Guards 
began to retreat, a women’s battalion turned up; they 
came forward on the double and began to fire, crying 
“Long live the Commune.” They were armed with 
Snider carbines, and shot admirably. They fought like 
devils...’ Fifty-two were killed there. Among them, a 
girl in her twenties, dressed like a member of the 
Fusilier Marin, ‘rosy and beautiful with her curly black 
hair,’ fought all day long: Marie M., whose first name 
at least we know among all these dead, anonymous 
women who will never be counted. The English student 
goes on: 


“A poor woman was fighting in a cart, and sobbing 
bitterly... I offered her a glass of wine and a piece of 
bread. She refused, saying “For the little time I have 
left to live, it isn’t worth the trouble.” The woman 


The Women’s Batallion at the Place Blanche Barricade 
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Exeoution of a Pétroleuse 
(The Graphic, June 10 1871) 


was taken by four soldiers, who undressed her. An 
officer interrogated her: “You have killed two of my 
men.” The woman began to laugh ironically and replied 
harshly: “May God punish me for not having killed 
more. I had two sons at Issy; they were both killed. 
And two at Neuilly. My husband died at this 
barricade—and now do what you want with me.” 
I did not hear any more; I crawled away, but not soon 
enough to avoid hearing the command “Fire,” which 
told me that everything was over.’ 


“But repression struck not only the fighting men and 
women taken with weapon in hand, or those who 
openly proclaimed themselves responsible for their 
acts; it struck at random. Every poor woman was 
suspected... Any expression of grief alongside the 
common graves in which the Federals were heaped 
up was proof of complicity. Any weeping woman was 
an ‘insurgent female’. 
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“As for the women who were executed, they were 
treated somewhat like unfortunate Arabs belonging 
to insurgent tribes*. After they were shot, while they 

. were still in their death throes, they were stripped of 
some of their clothes, and sometimes the insult went 
further, as in the Faubourg Montmartre or the Place 
Vendome, where women were left naked and sullied 
upon the sidewalks. 


“But among all these women who soldiered for the 
Commune, a place apart must be given Louise Michel; 
her great figure dominated them all. She was 
everywhere at once: soldier, ambulance nurse, orator. 
She was to be found in the Clubs and on the 
battlefields, in the Montmartre Vigilance Committee 
and in the ambulance stations she helped to organize. 


“She also proposed to undertake a strange mission: 
that of going in person to Versailles to assassinate 
Thiers, whom she believed to be the most responsible 
for the situation. Ferre and Rigault, to whom she 
disclosed this plan, succeeded in dissuading her from 
it; the murders of Generals Clement Thomas and 
Lecomte had already aroused public opinion against 
the Commune. 


‘Besides,’ they added, ‘you won't be able to get as 
far as Versailles.’ 


“Louise Michel wanted to prove to them that this plan, 
although perhaps absurd, was feasible. She got so 
‘dressed up that “J did not recognize myself,” 
reached Versailles without interference, and made her 
way into the park in which the army was camped; 
there she propagandized for the March 18th 
Revolution, and left as tranquilly as she had come. 
Then she bought newspapers in a large bookstore. 


*Rebel women were like Arabs, like “insurgent tribes” who are outside of 
european civilization and who resist the colonization of the Master Race. 
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Since she did not lack a sense of humor, she enjoyed 
reading the greatest ill of the blood-thirsty Louise 
Michel. Finally she came back to Paris, bearing the 
Versailles newspapers as trophies. 


“But her courage and audacity were not satisfied with 
these dangerous pranks. She was everywhere—at 
Neuilly, at Les Moulineaux, at the Issy fort—with her 
rifle in her hand. ‘Thus I had, as comrades-in-arms, 
the Enfants Perdus in the Hautes-Brnyeres, the 
artillerymen at Issy, and at Neuilly, the scouts of 
Montmartre’—and, especially, the Federals of the 
61st Battalion, to which she belonged. 


“An energetic woman fought in the ranks of the 61st 
Battalion; she has killed several policemen and 
gendarmes.’ They gave her a Remington rifle instead 
of her old one. ‘For the first time, I have a good 
weapon.’ She has left us several vignettes of that 
war, at once workmanlike and murderous: ‘Now we 
are fighting. This is battle. There is a rise, where | 
run ahead crying “To Versailles! to Versailles!” 
Razoua throws me his saber, to rally the 

men. We clasp hands on high, under a 
rain of shells. The sky is on fire.’ She 
opposed the timorous and shamed 
the hesitant. A panic-stricken # 
Federal wanted to surrender the 
Clamart station: ‘Go ahead if 
you want to,’ she said, ‘but I 
will stay here, and I'll blow 
up the station if you 
surrender it.’ 


“And she sat val j 
down with a lighted £ 
candle, at the door- * 
way of a room where 
ammunition was 
stored. 
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“She also gathered up the wounded and bandaged them 
on the battlefield. As in the early days at Vroncourt, 
her pity extended even to animals: she went under 
fire to rescue a cat. But she was also an intellectual 
who was introspective in the midst of action. One night, 
when she was on guard duty at the Clamart station, 
with a former pontifical Zouave who had joined the 
Commune, we overhear this strange dialogue. 


“What effect is the life you lead having upon you?’ 


““Why, the effect of seeing before us a shore that 
we must reach,’ replied Louise Michel.” 


Louise Michel and fellow fe 
(center and right) - unidentified woman at left 


Il 
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The problems of the white women’s movement have much to 
do with women’s unwillingness to admit the centrality of genocide 
for women’s politics. 


Even the concept of genocide against women is missing from 
our minds. We need to keep coming back to this point because 
we’ ve been conditioned to never figure it out, to keep forgetting 
about it, to accept the barren aftermath of genocide as what is 
normal. Look at how women reviewers of Margaret Atwood’s 
novel, The Handmaid's Tale, spoke respectfully on it as a fictional 
warning, about how genocide might befall women in some perverted 
future if today’s rising trends continued. But isn’t the point that in 
real life it already happened long ago? It’s history, Jane, just history. 


What 1’m saying is that white women now are only a pale shadow 
of what women used to be. 


And because we haven’t broken our bonds to the patriarchy, 
we still don’t know how our world works. Most importantly, we 
don’t yet know how to start an opposing culture of our own. The 
imperialist patriarchy understands genocide in a scientific way, ’tho 
they won’t cop to it. They have a map & an owner’s manual, and 
have had long experience at operating it. We need an opposing 
camp of theoretical & practical clarity, which is why key concepts 
such as “genocide,” “property,” and “integration” have to be dealt 
with in a scientific way. We’re going to talk about all this. 


Genocide is above all else a property relationship. The propaganda 
that it’s an “insane” aberration, a frenzy of racist killing, is untrue. 
Genocide is a cold deal. It’s what’s normal in our world. The U.N. has 
defined genocide as the destruction of a nation or people, either physically 
or by destruction of their culture. Often the victims survive because 
their body is needed. But they survive as something else. 


Indian women who survived “King Phillip’s Rebellion,” the first 
major white settler vs. Indian war in 1675, were mostly sold into 
slavery to the Jamaican sugar plantations. They didn’t live long 
although their descendants still survive. But not as Indians in what 
our Gestapo called “New England.” As Afrikans in Jamaica. 
Biological survival of individuals is not the same as the survival of 
a people, who are a people because they have an identity, a 
collective personality & culture. 
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Biologically and socially, those Indian sisters were integrated 
by capitalism into the West Indian slave economy. Their lineage 
goes on but not as those specific Indian nations. Isn’t that what 
happened to women as a people? Integrated into the male economy, 
the male home, the male structures. For property ownership gives 
the right to split apart & integrate, to reshape & restructure, to use 
up, disperse & destroy. This is what war is about. 


“I’ve seen the sunset on the mountainside. 
Does that mean that I should mourn the day gone by?... 


So I say to you today why not end the game we play? 
& learn a way to say good-bye.” 
—little esther 


It’s only natural that patriarchal imperialism creates the need in 
us for an opposing culture, whether you think of that as women’ s 
culture or revolutionary culture. But our attempts at a culture of 
our own sputter, flare and never really catch fire, because the 
minimum standard for a new culture today is that it has to confront 
the centrality of genocide. Otherwise it’s not for real, not going to 
cut it. 


Revolutionary women’s culture is usually thought of as uplifting 
& entertaining, having to do with the creative arts (music, painting, 
drama, dance, literature, sculpture). Kinda our counter-part to the 
patriarchal capitalist arts. They have Michael Jackson and the 
Metropolitan Opera, we have Holly Near and Sweet Honey in the 
Rock. They got poems by T.S. Eliot, we got poems by Adrienne 
Rich & Pat Parker. This is misleading. 


When i speak here of culture i mean the distinctive characteristic 
of a stage of civilization or the distinctive way of life of a given 
society. In that sense, Michael Jackson & Holly Near are both 
parts of patriarchal imperialist culture. Revolutionary culture isn’t 
something you go to visit (such as a concert) or buy (such as a 
book). It’s much larger than that—which is why no matter how 
hard you shop or how many concerts you go to you can’t get it. It’s 
something you gotta create by living in it—or not. Revolutionary 
culture is a way of life that counteracts genocide civilization, a 
different way of seeing & answering problems, a set of productive 
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& reproductive relationships between people. It’s what some call 
communalism and others call women’s liberation. Many haven’t 
found a name for it, it’s just a dumb vision in their pain. 


While listening to Holly Near may look like women’s culture, 
when it’s divorced from the real relationships of Land & Property 
& Production, it becomes its opposite. Just as Michael Jackson 
came outta an oppressed culture but is regarded by everyone as a 
talented entertainer in & for white oppressor culture. This isn’t to 
criticize either entertainer. A Holly Near might sing of Chilean 
women who produce the fruit we eat, but if that isn’t part of an 
opposing culture that says produce it ourselves or do without, then 
it’s really an acceptance of genocide culture. 


9 PROTECT OUR WAY OF (yy, 
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An outward show of a separate culture can be & is absorbed 
into genocide culture, a product that we can buy which makes us 
feel better about ourselves (“I care about other women, about 
oppressed people. I’m entertained by their struggles.”) although 
we aren’t better people. 


We can see this pretty clear when it happens to other people, to 
Indian cultures, say. We don’t think that the tour bus pulling up at 
“AUTHENTIC INDIAN POW-WOW $3.00 ADMISSION” 
constitutes Indian culture. We don’t think that robbing indigenous 
nations of their Land and productive life but having them make 
rugs & belt buckles for us is building their culture. 


When it comes to us we got blinders on, tho. We don’t see it'll 
happen to us, too, without armed struggle, without territory & 
production. We think women’s culture is somehow exempt from 
all this, but it isn’t. We could end up with Adrienne Rich Boulevard 
and Andrea Dworkin Highway, too. Just as this racist society has 
Sojourner Truth Elementary School and Malcolm X Blvd. Leaving 
us with nothing. It’s only in going for all of it that you get to keep 
any of it. 


Science and Leaming to Assist 
THE SCIENCE OF GENOCIDE 


Because we have no scientific understanding of genocide as a 
culture, ne political-military science of our own (we are in fact still 
so colonized that many of as deny that women should even dare to 
have such a science), we are totally unable to deal with viobence 
AgAINSt women. We accept that as normal, Buti say that the science 
of genocide can only be confronted by the science of war, The 
waren s community has a great social analysis of rape, for instance, 
but hasn't idea one on what to do about it, No tactics, no strategy, 
THO Serica. 


i'm interested in this, in 
| wWwonen the ineffectiveness of 
rises police are warning anything white women 
women Oo walk me ig a 
chars abyeunclcsear wants Node cbovt pe, Why 
nally assaulted while walking ina "°°*ly thinks it’s odd. To 
park in the 900biock of West Tist me that’s so strange it 
Avent late Wednesday. Polbce said really stands owt. A sister 
Seenad Srabbed her trae easier who did support work for 
ed her. He te described as belng "ape survivors later saad: 


pate Apel! een, veel ng “Onee whee ! wes 
type lacket and nse ean a nylon Apeccin g fn «1 large aroup 


a 


_ of women abedui ending 
rape, fomeone asked me if f really belteved that rape could be 
etided inmy itfetime. Silenced far a moment | replied that even 
if! didn? live long enovah, perhaps ev daughters would be 
free fove male wolerce someday" She was brought up shert 
beacause she didn’t know what to say. Obviously, it had never 
occurred to her that she'd ever see an end to rape, And nobody 
thinks it’s ocd 


Proof in science is defined as the ability to predict (& hence to 
Use in practice), whether it's about the stresses distributed alone 
an airplane wing or the evolution in the relationship of nations, Sa 
we have a backed up mountain of eood insights about rape, but no 
scientific understanding yet, We're stalled becouse our practical 
thinking has to be kicked still deeper into the heart af our fears: 


“To be radical ts te go to the ree?" Rape can't be fully 
understoad by itself, because tt isa function of something larger— 
menocide. 

. or 
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Genocide deals with gender. That's the first thing we have to 
put down to replace the Hollywood cliché of genocide as only a 
police roundup in the night. [t's true that the Indian nations were 
destroyed so that white settlers could steal their land to put up 
“America the beautiful from sea to shining sea.” But when we 
break down how the process worked we see how much it centered 
on women, how itused gender & how rape was introduced to this 
continent as part of the process. 1 want to trace this example, since 
i's so much a part of us. 


For much of the first century of white invasion, the small settles 
communities lived off of selling Indian women, Not only to support 
themselves, but ta get the capital to buy the Afnkan slaves that 
would become the economic foundation of all whrtelife. Genockle, 
after all, isn’t an irrational “mad minute” but. a vast ecomonuc mctivaty, 
It must pay for itself & yield profits. Just as the butchering & 
looting of millions of women “Witches” did for the patriarchy in 
europe from the 13th tothe 18th centuries. Just as the mass looting 
of Jewish homes, shops and businesses was like winning the botery 
to many law-abiding German women, 


Settler men from Massachusetts down to Florida led bloody 
raids to kill all Indian men, wipe out those communities & occupy 
their lands, while paying for this war effort net with us. savings 
bonds but by enslaving & marching off all the Indian women and 
children they could find. In the colonial era hundreds of thousands 
of Endian women & children became white property. Since [indian 
men were considered too msky to hold as PU), Wes, most were 
massacred, While most Indian women d& children PO.Wis were 
sold to the West Indian slave plantations & a quick but profitable 
extinction, We built net only “New York and “New Jersey and 
“New” Eneland,” but “New” Auschwitz, too, 


Throughout the carly colonial amerikkka, Indian slave woren 
labored in the fields & in the homes. In New York the settler 
government had to pass futile resolutions in the 1680s that peaceful 
Indians “are free wnod mot slaves,” because white men were simply 
taking Indian women & children for “lifesime servants” when they 
found them unarmed. In 1730 a census of Kingston, Rhode Island, 
found that the community owned 220 Indian woren and children 
d& 340 Afmkans. We can imagine the satisfaction thal white men 
Se 
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had, not only wiping out Indian communities but paying for it by 
having Indian women as their property to do with as they pleased. 


It was in the South, the Carolinas and Florida, that the slave 
trade in Indian women & children was most bloody. For the Southern 
Indian nations and peoples were more numerous than those along 
the New England and Mid-Atlantic coast. North Carolina & South 
Carolina were founded as white settlements on the traffic in Indian 
women. In North Carolina’s war against the Tuscarora all the settler 
armies were led by slave traders, and were in fact slave-raiding parties. 
One led by the veteran slaver James Moore is described this way: 


“Storming the Tuscarora fort at Nooherooka in March 
1713, they soundly defeated the North Carolina tribe. 
Several hundred of the enemy were burned alive in 
the fort; 166 male captives regarded as unsuitable for 
slavery were slaughtered; and 392 Tuscaroras, mostly 
women and children, were led back to the Charleston 
slave-market.” 


Those Charleston slave merchants themselves touched off the 
Yamasee war in 1715, when they began the policy of seizing & 
auctioning off Yamasee women and children to pay debts for rum 
allegedly incurred by Yamasee men. Already the slaver Thomas 
Moore had extended his raids into Spanish Florida in 1704. In only 
six years after that, South Carolina settlers had captured some 
10,000 to 12,000 women & children of the Timucas, Guales, and 
Apalachees in Florida for the busy Charleston slave market. 


Were the small numbers of white settler men able to defeat far 
larger Indian populations because of more advanced european 
weapons & military organization? No, our invading euro-capitalism 
committed genocide with the weapon of war and the weapon of 
capitalist culture. Drawing Indian nations and peoples into its 
commodity civilization as addicts & property. Arming as many Indian 
men with guns as they could. Addicting as many Indians to rum 
and other trade goods as they could. Decade after decade, in a 
protracted war that was called something else. To get these 
commodities they’d become addicted to & protect their own safety, 
Indian men cooperated with the settlers in warring for Indian women 
of other nations. 
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Most of the fighting & capturing was done, in fact, 
by Indian men. In James Moore’s 1713 expedition 
against the Tuscarora, for instance, he had only 33 
white colonists with him but a large force of 900 
Cherokees, Yamasees, Creeks, and 
Catawbas. More often the settlers lay back 
& bribed Indian nation to attack Indian nation 
until both were decimated. 


sf 


In explaining the triumph of small 
numbers of settlers in destroying Indian %% 
civilization in the area we call South Carolina, 
one author says: 


“By 1717 a white population of only 
about 1,500 males had succeeded in 
employing the larger tribes to enslave and 
shatter nearly a dozen coastal tribes and 
then had driven a wedge between the 
Creeks and the Cherokees at the moment 
when an alliance between them might have 
ended English presence in the region. Throughout this 
process, covering almost half a century, the primary 
weapon of the English had been trade goods.” 


In this process, rape as we know it, as an ever-present 
fact of life for women & a major structure of society, was 
introduced to this continent. Many indigenous peoples say that 
in their traditions they didn’t even have the concept of rape. I’ve 
been told that in the whole period 1620 to 1776 there is not one 
case of a settler woman being raped by Indian men. But if settler 
men freely raped and used the bodies of their Afrikan women slaves, 
as we know they did, then why should we think it any different for 
Indian women? 


Christopher Columbus, in his official reports to his royal patrons, 
naturally makes no mention of rape. He and his men did capture 
seven Indian women for the return trip to Spain, purely for chaste 
reasons he assured Queen Isabella. None of the seven lived to 
reach europe. On his second trip in November 1493, his ship 
captured an Indian woman on the island of St. Croix. We know this 
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only because he gave her as a gift to a friend on the ship, Michael 
de Cuneo, who wrote about it in his account of the voyage. “J 
wanted to have my pleasure of her,” de Cuneo wrote, but she 
fought him off fiercely, lacerating his face. But after he beat and 
lashed his prisoner into submission, de Cuneo concluded with 
satisfaction, “J don’t mind telling you that she seemed to have 
been raised in a school for whores.” i think it’s fitting that 
Columbus Day is an amerikkkan national holiday—only 
shouldn’t we call it Rapist Day? 


A 1715 report from a Virginia Indian slave trader to his London 
agent mentions the rapes of Indian women during his expeditions. 
The London proprietors of the South Carolina colony rebuked the 
settlement’s traders in writing for their infamous practices, starting 
with rape: 


“,..to ravish the wife from the Husband, Kill the father 
to get the Child and to burne and Destroy the 
habitations of these poore people into whose Country 
wee were Cheerfully received by them, cherished and 
supplyed when wee are weak, or at least never have 
done us hurt.” 


Almost thirty years ago our women’s movement began 
identifying rape as an institution of political terrorism of the 
oppressed by the oppressor. We said that rape is to women as 
lynching is to Black people. It was economically important back 
in 1900s Alabama that most New Afrikans would not be lynched. 
What was also important was that the ever-present threat of lynching 
over them all, of a sudden mob hunt & brutalization & ritual white 
murder of a Black colonial subject, was a constant pressure to 
conform to all the rules of behavior for the property that you were. 
Same with women & rape. When those settler men raped Indian 
women & children P.O.W.s they were branding them as property 
while getting their rocks off. Trying to terrorize them to suppress 
resistance. The personal is very political. 


The genocide which began with the smaller Indian tribes of the 
coastal areas grew into the Removal Act of 1830, during the 
administration of the populist slaveowner president Andrew Jackson. 
The Removal Act ordered that lands East of the Mississippi River 
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be sterilized of all Indian nations and peoples. While many small 
groups of Indians hid out & survived in dense forests and 
swamplands (the Seminole in Florida waged a 30-year guerrilla 
war that eventually forced the u.s. to let them stay), most were 
moved out West by the gestapo. On the infamous Trail of Tears 
the captive Cherokee Nation, marching under duress through the 
winter of 1838 without food or winter clothing, lost one-third of its 
people en route. 


Then, too, the genocide was centered on women. President 
Andrew Jackson angrily told his gestapo to finish the business by 
killing Indian women as their main target. We didn’t hear that in 
men’s history classes or even in women’s studies. No wonder in 
the 1990s we still had confused people saying that you can do 
genocide by killing men. Supposedly, “An endangered species.” 
No, to end a nation or people you gotta kill the women; that’s obvious 
biological fact and cultural fact as well. Genocide has gender. 


Segregation, the removal of all Eastern Indian survivors to 
koncentration kamps called something else, was a move in a long, 
protracted 200-year process of genocide. But so was integration, 
for even way back then there were loving white men promoting 
the idea of peaceful togetherness of Indian and white. Indian women, 
of course. 


u.s. president Thomas Jefferson proposed integration as a final 
solution to the dwindling Indian nations. In his negotiations with the 
Mohicans, Munries & Delawares, Jefferson urged them to stop 
being so communal & join settlers in the property religion of euro- 
capitalism: 


“When once you have property, you will want laws 
and magistrates to protect your property and persons, 
and to punish those among you who commit crimes. 
You will find our laws are good for this purpose; you 
will wish to live under them, you will unite yourselves 
with us, join in our Great Councils and form one people 
with us, and we shall all be Americans; you will mix 
with us by marriage, your blood will run in our veins, 
and will spread with us over this great land.” 


Science and Learning to Resist 
————————————-e_ieence and learning to Resist 


u.s. president Jefferson favored the total extermination of all 
New Afrikans on this continent, starting with the children; believing 
that white men would never be safe otherwise (a view that’s more 
popular now than ever). But when it came to Indians he wanted 
integration. This was consistent. Privately, Jefferson wrote his 
envoys that any Indians who refused to join “will be wiped out to 
the last person.” Notice he said “person” and not “man.” i mean, 
our Founding Fathers were real pros in the business of genocide. 
That’s what their main business was as a society. Same today with 
us. 


When Jefferson was proposing intermarriage & Indians’ 
biological cross-over with white society, he sure wasn’t talking 
about his granddaughter getting down with Crazy Horse. No, no, 
we can be sure of that! What he meant was that Indian women 
should become sexually more available to white men, that their 
daughters’ bodies should be available to white men, and so on until 
Indians vanished. 


To this day, white men have a fantasy love affair with Indian 
women. Indians joke that every other white man they meet says 
that their great-grandmother was an Indian princess. In public 
school, did we learn about the many Indian sisters who were 
extraordinary for their strength & independence, but who were 
part of societies where that 3 
was normal? Nope. We 
learned about Pocahontas, 
who supposedly loved white 
men so much she saved 
Capt. John Smith’s life. 
That’s the only thing i can 
remember they taught us 
about Indian women—how 
much (just like us) they 
supposedly loved white 
men. And isn’t that what the 
rapist always says 
afterwards? “She loved 
it.” “She wanted me to do 
it.” “It’s her fault.” 
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When did genocide against Indian nations and peoples end? 
Doesn’t seem to me that it’s ever ended, but i'll let Indian sisters 
answer that. What i do know is that the process centered on Indian 
women & children is still alive inside us. 


Last night i was flipping through an 
old issue of the feminist journal New 
Directions for Women, and there was 
Lynn Wenzel’s “Westward the 
Women.” A composite review of 
seven books on frontier white women. 
She’s into this story because it’s her 
family’s, too: “Proudly, my 
grandmothers and great aunts kept 
alive the memories and exploits of the 
hardy pioneer women who settled this 
country...” She tells us: 


“My great-great-grandmother 
Annie Carr was living in Arizona in 
the early 1870s. One morning she 
saw dust and heard hoofbeats and 
realized Geronimo’s band of 
marauders were approaching her homestead. Pregnant Annie 
grabbed her children. Terrorized, they hid in the root cellar... 
Only later did I come to understand what terrible treacheries 
had made a renegade out of a warrior.” 


i think that’s a pretty average point of view for us: pride in our 
white foremothers & forgiveness for those Indians who got hostile 
at it all. But what was it like from women’s point of view (as opposed 
to a white point of view), this Arizona frontier of the 1870s? And 
what were the things unnamed that turned Geronimo into a 
“renegade”? From a history book: 


“More than anything else, it was probably the incessant 
kidnapping and enslavement of their women and 
children that gave Apaches their mad-dog enmity 
toward the whites... It was officially estimated that 
2,000 Indian slaves were held by the white people of 
New Mexico and Arizona in 1866, after 20 years of 
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American rule—unofficial estimates placed the figure 
several times higher... ‘Get them back for us,’ Apaches 
begged an Army officer in 1871, referring to 29 
children just stolen by citizens of Arizona; ‘our boys 
will grow up as slaves, and our little girls, as soon as 
they are large enough, will be diseased prostitutes, to 
get money for whoever owns them...’ Prostitution of 
captured Apache girls, of which much mention is made 
in the 1860s and 1870s, seemed to trouble the Apaches 
exceedingly.” 


Do you think the settler women in that small frontier community 
didn’t know what was happening? Of course they knew. When 
the menfolk are laughing about what they did to the Indian girl 
yesterday while you’re cooking their supper, of course you know. 
How could you not, as a woman? It must have burned in your guts, 
that anger & fear of knowing. 
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To be a renegade is to be a traitor, a turncoat, a person who 
abandons their principles or people for another. Geronimo and his 
small band of freedom fighters were not that. But there were people 
there who had changed their principles and people for another. 
There were people whose only life was to help white men build the 
community of rape & enslavement of “other” women and children. 
And if today we’re proud of what they did, see them as brave 
models of what we should be—then what is our culture? 


The point is we don’t have a culture of our own yet. We have a 
role inside white men’s culture; we have a niche inside patriarchal 
imperialism. It wasn’t only Indians and Afrikans who were property, 
after all. When euro-capitalism invaded this continent, the settler 
men brought with them their most “precious” property, the white 
women that would be their homes, be available for sex, and that 
would produce their own children. In return for being so useful in 
euro-capitalism’s Big House, settler women got to share in a higher 
standard of living than we had back in poverty-stricken old europe. 


If we can see that many Indian men were lured by fear, 
addiction and social bribery into taking part in their own 
destruction, we should be able to see even better that the 
most important group being socially bribed to take part in 
genocide were and are white women. 


That’s why we blank out of our minds the systematic rape & 
slavery of Indian and Afrikan women in genocide. We feel proud 
of the pioneer white women who were serving the rapists and 
slavers. Oh, and the imperialist patriarchy still owns us so deeply 
that we truly believe these sick attitudes are “feminism.” 


But it isn’t just bribery in the material sense. We, too, are kept 
as propert¥ by terrorism. Every Indian woman or child raped & 
enslaved back then was also a terrorizing example for settler women. 
A real threat, like the burning of “Witches” was. Like Death Squads 
_ are. Like women’s prisons are. We are conditioned to be loyal to 
dick’s genocide, to never see anything or say anything. Or else. 
Like that German aryan woman (our closest sis) who listened to 
those cattlecars full of Jews going by in the night, but never ever 
knew anything. ’Cause it might be the them in the cattlecar, their 
daughter being raped, them in the koncentration kamp. We know 
_ dick will turn on “his” women in a flash if he feels threatened or 
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betrayed or just for the hell of it. So we are used to purchasing our 
flimsy piece of temporary safety with our conformity to all his rules for 
the property that we are. That’s why we back down so often. 


When we were culturally sterilized in genocide we lost much of 
what women are. Because when you become property you aren’t 
what you were, you’re made to become something else. That’s the 
idea. Just as the livestock in the agri-factory are not even biologically 
anymore the wild & free animals they once were. i use this 
comparison deliberately. Now “women” has been redefined in us. 
“Women” are fearful, weak, possible victims of rape & other attack 
at any time. Always calculating whether it’s safe to wear this, walk 
there, or say that. That is what’s normal to us. “Women” have no 
community, but live & work completely split up within the community 
of men. That’s been made normal to us. “Women” cannot decisively 
defend ourselves either with fight or flight, unlike most beasts on 
the face of the earth. “Women” are not allowed territory, and by 
custom & law cannot patrol, curfew, or bar men out. That’s all 
normal to us. What we think is not normal is being Amazons. 


Rebellious women have so often been the foundation, at the 
center, of anti-imperialist revolution. This is natural and, in fact, 
inevitable. For who should be drawn to armed liberation more than 
the most oppressed? Women’s Liberation has always been an armed 
thing, and involves the overthrow of the three pillars of the existing 
order: the ruling class, the ruling nations, and the ruling gender. 
Women’s Liberation was the world’s first revolutionary trend. It is 
still today the most radical and dangerous in the eyes of men. 


And we still don’t know how dangerous we have to be. 
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Rosa Parks is a woman that everyone thinks they know about. 
In one day she made Civil Rights history by her act of deliberate 
defiance on the evening of December 1,1955, when she refused to 
yield her seat on a segregated Montgomery, Alabama bus. Now 
schoolchildren all over amerikkka are taught about her. 


In 1990, she was celebrated at a giant “black tie and gown” 
benefit dinner for her foundation. 3,000 affluent people, from 
congresswomen to university presidents, came to pay tribute. Cicely 
Tyson was the m.c., while Dionne Warwick and Lou Rawls sang. 
Cyril Neville of the Neville Brothers performed a song composed 
in her honor: “Thank you, Miss Rosa/ You are the spark/ That 
started our Freedom movement.” 


So lofty is her place in history that even the racist Washington 
Post threw uncommon praise upon her. 


“But, as the parade of stars and social leaders said 
loudly and clearly during the celebration last night of 
Rosa Park’s 77th birthday at the Kennedy Center, her 
defiance was such a powerful catalyst for the civil 
rights movement that the grand status of matriarch is 
hers alone.” 
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Tet & again, how many women pay tribute to the ether Black 
women Who really did what Rosa Parks is famous for? Long before 
December 1,1955, the New Afrikan community in Montgomery, 
Alabama hed seethed under the public humiliation not anly of bein gE 
sepregzated in the back of the bus, but of having to yield their seats 
on demand tio white passengers. Segregation, which was only an 
outward form of colonialism, was mot merely a seating plan. New 
Afnikans were attacked and degraded everyday on the buses. It 
wis common for the white bus drivers to contempmuously thraw 
transfers on the floor, so that Black passengers had to eet chown 10 
pick them up. Or bypass bus stops with waiting New Afrikans on 
rainy days because the drivers said they were “wet and smelly’, 


Black women who didn't 
acl slavish enough or who 
snuck inta “white” seats 
were called names like 
“Black bitch”, “heifers”, 
“nigger whore” (isn't it a 
measure of how success- 
ful capitalism's genocide 
poogram 1s (hat mary Black 
men are proud to degrade 
Blick women using the 
language first invented by 
the most racist while men‘), 
These New Afrikans wha 
resisted were beaten up arid 
amestcd—or, in one 1952 
case involving adrunk man 
whoa talked back, taken off 
the bus by police and 
executed right on the speat. 


New Afrikan women were pushing the matter to a confrontation. 
There were more individual cases of spontancous defiance, In 1943, 
Mrs. Epsie Worthy refused a bus driver's demand that sie pay an 
additional fare before leaving the bus, and then had to defend herself 
when he came at her with his fists swinging. In the punch-up, she 
more than held her awn, but had to surrender when the police 


103 


Tine Muiiary Strategy of Women and Children 


came. The Women’s Political Council, which had three chapters 
af one hundred members cach (their size limit so that mernbers of 
each aroup could really know each other), had started compiling 
individual complaints and planning a bus boycott. It was the Black 
wemen of the W.RC, —schoolteachers, college employees, church 
activists, nurses—who later in 1955 were to issue the actual call 
for the Bus Boycott, secretly preparing and anonymously mass 
distributing thousands of leaflets to mobilize the community, 


On March 2, 1945—eight months before Rosa Parks got 

arrested—a Montgomery bus driver on the Dexter Avenue line 
ordered four Black women to give up their seats so thal whites 
could sit down. Two obeyed, but two pretended not to hear him. 
He called for the police, who got one Black man to stand up and 
ive his seat to one of the pwo holdouts. But the last Black worn, 
who was pregnant, refused to budge and was arrested, Handcutfed, 
resisting, crying & cursing al the police, she was dragged from the 
bus. * 
—————— 
* By then, the Black men on the bus had quickly gotten off and split. 
leat they be urrested, too. This was a pattern, where the anli-colonial 
confrontation expressed itself as New Afrikan women against the white 
colonial order. Jo Ann Gibson Robinson, the president of the Women’s 
Political Council and the person who wrote the leaflet that began the 
Montgomery Bus Boycott, said in ber memoirs: 


The number of Negro men walking increased during 
1954 and early 1955. They walked to and from work, 
to town, to movies, bo see their girlfrrends, because of 
fear at riding the bases. At no time did a single man 
ever stand up in defense of the women, Although It 
hurt to be calked ‘corvard,” perhaps they were cowards, 
except for the very few men who challenged authority 
and paid the price. For at first hint of conflict, the men 
left at the nearest exil. They didn’t dare to challenge 
the bus operators. who possessed police powers, The 
men feared arrest and dick net expect to get justice in 
ihe courts. They had wives and children and could nos 
afford to bose their jobs or go de jail. [they were on the 
bus when trouble started, they merely got up and got 
otf, Chr they avoided getting on the bus in the first 
place..." 
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The New Afrikan community leadership, Including the ministers 
and the Women's Political Council, quickly began exploring this as 
a fest cise to mobilize a concerted attack on colonialism. After 
much discussion, E. DB. Nixon, the patriarch of the Alabama locals 
of the Sleeping Car Porters Union and Montgomery's main civil 
rights leader, decided against it. The woman was not respectable 
enough, he judged. She was “immature”, a high school student, 
rowdy and defiant, and—worst of all— she was preg without being 
marned. Nixon decided the battle had to wait until there was a 
more respectable defendant, 


In October of that same year, a second New Afrikan woman 
refused a white bus driver's order to give up her seat to a white 
won, and was arrested. Again, New Afrikan women got realy 
10 launch the long-awaited strugele. But, once again, E. D. Nixon 
decided that the sister who resisted wasn't a good enough woman, 
That time his objection was that the young woman was too low- 
class. Angry and poor, she lived with her alcoholic fatherin a shack 
outside the city. 


There was dissent at this thinking among New Afrikan women, 
especially from the Women's Political Council, They started saying 


that the issue wasn't how “respectable” any arrested Black woman 
criticism, unable te stall any longer, FE. D, Nixon finally turned to his 
“nespectable” woman by 

not toc poor, & 

supervisor for the 

Youth Council ie 


was, bul putting colonialism itself an tral, Freedom was the jssue. 
they said, and Nixan and other men should realize that. Under 
closest supporter in the local - 
NA-A.C\.P She was a \ : - | 
his standards: employed ' Bh 
at a skilled trade, he ! j A 
an N.A.A.C.P. 
officer and the 
city's WLALALCLP i 
1 sh 
Her name was 
Roan Parks. 
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[t takes nothing away from Rosa Parks’ courage and years of 
dedication to see that she was not the first, mot the catalyst, but 
instead was the symbol reluctantly chosen by men tor a simggle 
that after New Atnkan woman hac already started months and 
even years before. It was fighting Women, who weren't 
“respectable”, who were “too hot, too Black” for the men of the 
civil rights movement, who first broke the chains and opened the 
wy. Not just in Monteomery, but all over New Afrika. Now 
unknown, on purpose nol by accident Why not call them A? 
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Science and Learning to Resist 
— NN lence and Learning to Resist 


Because men are saying now that they know who X is. That in 
the equations of life “X” now stands for the known. When Public 
Enemy raps about X the listeners know that’s Malcolm. When 
Spike Lee wears his black cap with the white “X”, we know he 
means Malcolm. On one level that’s no problem. On another level, 
though, isn’t it true that in mathematics X always stands for the 
Unknown? That’s why many thousands of New Afrikans (not just 
one person who started life as Malcolm Little and ended taking the 
name El-Hajj Malik El-Shabazz) called themselves X. In place of 
their true family names, lost long ago in the slave ships and the 
auction block. 


To me, X is still the Unknown. Now, more than ever, the 
oppressed are X, the unseen Power who have yet to truly name 
themselves and define themselves. And who more so than women? 
Like in that movie, “Full Metal Jacket”, where at the surprise 
conclusion the unseen Vietnamese sniper who’s been systematically 
picking off most of a Marine platoon lost in a burning city during 
the 1968 Tet offensive, is revealed to be... a young woman. The 
Marines on the screen and the real life audience in their seats 
were both caught off guard. In the movie, as in life, amerikkka had 
no name for her. 


The role might have been based on the 
legendary Vietnamese woman sniper who 
in real life commanded a sniper squad that 
completely terrorized u.s. Marines from 
the 26th regiment, on Hill 55 up in I corps. 
This unknown Amazon sister, who the 
amerikkkan grunts naturally called 
“Apache woman”, so demoralized them 
that men were dodging going out on patrol. 
Of course, Marine intelligence officers 
swore that any woman who could keep 
killing them so smoothly had to be 
emotionally disturbed. One young white 
lieutenant told the press: “This woman has 
some sort of sexual problem concerning 
men—she hates them.” Gotta love that. 
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They claim their own snipers finally killed “Apache woman” in 
an ambush, but whether m was that Amazon or another peasant 
woman in anonymous black pants and shin, we doen't Know, Call 
her X. 


We can laugh at dick, so resentholly confused when an Amazon 
kicks his butt, but don't white women share those same values? | 
just read w book by a lesbian-feminist former editor of Ma auigazine, 
saving basically the same things that white Marine lieutenant ded; 
women ouerrillas are emotionally messed-up and unwomnanly, Even 
this lesbian former editor of Ms thinks like her rapist white brothers 
do. That’s why you don't know who you are, 


That's why i get so angry at the colonized fantasies of so many 
white middle-class feminists, that we should simply wish ourselves 
back to those ancient non-violent matriarchies or non-conflictual 
communal bands, That using Was or building a clandestine liberation 
culture is “playing men’s game”, 15° ‘using tools of the patriarchy.” 


Let me say it better so it really is in plain sight: [f women 
could bave non-violently stopped genocide they would have. 
Do vou think that we're so much smarter & tougher than 
those Afrikan women and lodian women? They did the very 
best they could, protected their sisters & children the best 
they knew how. Don’t dismiss our sisters so lightly, Peaceful 
non-military societies cannot stand up to predatory societies. 
lt didn’t work the first time around, when our women's 
science & abilities were much more developed and our 
enemy was much weaker than he is today. And we, loo, need 
the weapon of culture. And the weapon of war. 


THATS RIGHT. 
M4 PATTERS EM, 
Ay AMAA 15 
BaMel,,. Gal 
| HAWBE ai 
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Postscript 2003 


there’s fighting in Iraq but 
The Real Women’s War 


is in Afrika 


Amazons nedd a different viewpoint of ovrown on world reality. 
and it has to be a miiitery viewpoint, If someone isn't WaWin 1 
gun, Women don't think it’s military. Bot patriarchal capitalism 
doesn’t see it that way, With a wink and a nod, they know that in 
their world it aff can be military—whether we are told to call it 
economics, nation-building, recreation or health. 


Right now people are seeing by the light of buming cities in the 
Middle East that it isnt about terrorism and it isn't even about oil, 
sO much as it is about the Bush Gane's plan to restrucmre the 
entire Middle East. To occupy, police, np apart and modernize 
Muslim nations along certain lines to better integrate them into 
global capitalism, And millions have been protesting in the streets. 


But they've efready done that to Afrika fand no women here 
were In the streets). This is a.done deal. World capitalism covertly 
restructured Afrika over the past fifteen years first through endemic 
men's civil wars sponsored by the NATO powers and then through 
the massive genocide of women. The genocide that they called “a 
health problem”. Biological warfare has already been committed 
on a continental scale, but it wasn't any pipsqueak Saddam in 
Baghdad. It was the big boys, the u.s, empire and NATO and the 
U.N, , that are the war criminals, Check out this stunning admission 
& explanation of Afrika’s crisis by U.N. Seeretary-General Kofi 
Amn: 


“A combination of famine and AIDS is threatening 
the backbone of Africa—the women who keep 
Affican societies going and whose work makes up 
the economic foundation of rural communities, For 
decades, we have known that the best way for Africa 
ho thrive is to ensure that its women have the freedom, 
power and knowledge to make decisions affecting 
their own lives and these of their families and 
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communities. Atthe United Nations, we have always 
understood that our work depends on building a 
successful partnership with the African farmer and 
her Husband... 


“But today, millions of African women are threatened 
by two simultaneous catastrophes; famine and ALD'S 
More than 30 million people are now at risk of 
starvation in southern Africa and the Horn of Africa. 
All of these predominately rurul societies are also 
battling serious AIDS epidemics. This 1 no 
coincidence: AIDS amd famine are directly linked. 


“Because of AIDS, farming skills are being lost, 
aericultural development ¢ttorts are declining, rural 
livelihoods are disintegrating, productive capacity to 
work the land is dropping and howsebold eamings are 
shrinking—all while the cost of caring tor the ill is 
rising exponentially, At the same tim, HIV infection 
and AIDS are spreading dramatically and 
disproportionately among women. A United NM aticens 
report released last month shows that warren mow 
make up 30 percent of those infected with ATV 
worldwide—and in Africa that figure is now 38 percent 
Today, AIDS has a woman's face. 


- brings death to t 


ing indrag but the Real MvYomen's War is in Afrika 


“AIDS has already cansed immense suffering by 
killing almost 2.5 million Africans this year alone. It 
has left 11 million African children orphaned since the 
epidemic began, Now it is attacking the capacity of 
these countries to resist famine by eroding those 
mechanisms that enable populations to fight hack— 
the coping abilities provided by women. 


“In famines before the AIDS crisis, women proved 
more resilient than men. Their survival rate was higher, 
and their coping skills were stronger, Women were 
the ones who found alternative foods that could sustain 
their children in Gmes of drought, Because droughts 
happened once a decade or so, women whe had 
experienced previous draughts Were able to pass on 
Surv val techniques te younger women, Women are 
the ones who nurture social networks that can help 
spread the burden in times of famine... 


“Because this crisis is different from past famines, 
we Must look beyond relief measures of the past. 
hlerely shipping in food is net enoueh, Our effort 
Will have to combine food assistance and new 
approaches to farming with treatment and 
prevention of APY and AIDS... It will require new 
aenicultural techniques, appropriate to a depleted work 
force. Tt will require a renewed effort to wipe out 
HIV-related stigma and silence... Above all, this new 
international effort must put women at the center of 
our stratesy to fight AIDS." 


U.N. chief Kofi Annan, suave and slick as a deodorant 
commercial, says that he is supporting Afmikan women in their 
tenmible crisis (that he for one helped create). But under that guise 
what he is really saying is that since these millions upon millions of 
Atmkan women are dead & dying, their role is over, Their day as 
the main farmers of Afrika is over, and now Afmkan society must 
be restructured in a more “modern” way—ie. a patriarchal 
imperialist way, 
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Notice that the U.N. chieftain doesn't discuss when the 
international agencies first cot involved in the AIDS pandemic among 
ATrikan wonen. 


Fact is that for well over len years they"ve been abserving & 
monitoring the e xplosioan of this genocide through biaewarlare (in 
Many areas over 25% of adult Afrikan women are HIV Positive), 
In those years the UN. aided in the us. empire's Gulf War with 
Lrag. The dicks flew thousands of Loops inte the Balkans to occupy 
larze parts of ex- Yugoslavia. ‘To say nothing of the us. conquest of 
Afzhanistan, or the French and Brotish mulitary incursions to prop 
Up Corrupt PeLIMES I Sierra Leone, the beory Coast and other neo- 
eolonies. Noend of global interventions, 


But accidentally-on-purpose there wus no intervention te slop 
the AIDS pandemic among women in Atmka. Even after the mass 
fear of AIDS in white middle class amerikkka led to a dramatic 
medical offensive. new therapies and rovernment-sponsored 
roudblocks against the spread of AIDS in Smallville, But not in 
Black Atnka, and most of all not for Afmkan women. 


For over ten years they knew but did nothing, day in & day out, 
this cold collection of men’s capitalist governments, Because they 
knew that to reverse the AIDS explosion in Afnka they needed to 
empower women, {Rather than have societies run crazily off the 
ruils by the Mugabes and Mbekis). We don't even need to have 
shaky conspiracy theories alleging CLA experiments in Afrika out 
of control or something. The bourgeoisie and their major institutions 
knew about the pandentic for over ten years, but did nothing. Chis 
wasn’t a “health” decision, this was a setlitary decision, After all, 
if the Genman Nazis had decided that all Jewish children would tet 
have medical care ofr ilequate food—and then watched as they 
died—waould we have said that it was a “health” problem or would 
we have called it genocide? Afrika was the real biowurfare, mot 
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Iraq and its two-bit laboratories and isolated little dictator. When 
they point us in one direction, we should know that the real deal is 
the other way. 


What Annan was referring to is that in many Afrikan rural 
societies the subsistence farming that feeds families is largely done 
by women and children. Women are the local social structure, in 
many senses. Men work in the cash economy, often leaving their 
village for long periods, or often don’t work at all. Annan is saying 
that with the deliberately unchecked AIDS not only the labor power 
but the traditional knowledge and skills are being lost. As he says, 
“Merely shipping in food is not enough. Our effort will have 
to combine food assistance with new approaches to farming...It 
will require new agricultural techniques, appropriate to a 
depleted work force.” 


What he means is a version of Western-style, mechanized, 
biotech commercial farming. With lots of imported corporate 
products, fertilizers, insecticides, genetically altered seeds, and 
petroleum-powered equipment. Very “productive”... for some men. 
Because once farming leaves the zone of women’s production for 
family consumption and becomes commercial, part of the cash 
economy, it transfers to the zone of men’s economy. Fact is that 
it’s bourgeois men who get the land titles and bank loans and 
commercial contracts. 


It is not just the immediate deaths. This U.N. sponsored 
restructuring is a military strategy to wipe out Afrikan women’s 
role in rural society, to modernize Afrika not in a liberated way but 
along imperialist lines to be a better gear in the emerging global 
capitalist machinery. 


The U.N. chief issued his statement just as those noted 
humanitarians, the Bush Gang, were also announcing an 
unprecedented $15 billion aid plan to put AIDS in Afrika back in 
the box. The amerikkkan public has been puzzled by this 
contradiction. But looking at it from Amazons’ military viewpoint 
it all fits. They give the big dollars and rally the forces after the 
slaughter has done its work, after they’ve won their covert war 
that they called peace. Now they want to stabilize the surviving 
employees and tidy up Afrika’s house for the new owners. 
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The genocide against women is not just something long ago, so 
distant like a faint star that we can safely memorialize it on that 
one night a year that we celebrate women—if that. The greatest 
illusion women have is in the safety & stability of our permitted 
little lives, our little careers, our “small world” as Adolf Hitler fondly 
called the lives of women. As if staying within the legal boundaries 
of the sheep pen means that patriarchal capitalism will not move 
against us. As if men keep their word. 


Figure it out—the greatest mass crimes are always said to be 
something else, always done under cover. Hitler ran a model 
concentration camp in the 1930s, even with a showcase Jewish 
orchestra and art classes, for the International Red Cross and foreign 
journalists to visit and falsely reassure the world about the fate of 
the Jews. When they burned millions of us at the stake over centuries 
in the Witchhunt, it was called “religion”. When the indigenous 
peoples of Hispaniola and Central America were conquered and 
slaughtered and starved to death by the millions, it was called 
“Discovering the New World.” When the u.s. invasion turned Saigon 
into a giant brothel, with 400,00 refugee women forced into being 
prostitutes to serve Gls, it was called “R & R”. 


And when millions of Afrikan women are being killed to wipe 
out an inconvenient women’s economy that’s standing in the way 
of global capitalist integration, it’s called a “health problem”. 


To the zippers it’s all about military, no matter what else they 
pretend to call it. And it should be for Amazons, too. But in the 
metropolis women like to play the game ’cause it pays off for us. 
“U.S.” only means us. After all, until we get off we ride up & 


down with the zipper. 
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TO BE CONTINUED... 


We know that these chapters end here very abruptly. 
They were originally published in the Amazon journal 
Horomntish Alves in the 1980s (which has since ceased 
publishing), and for years only the original three chapters 
were circulated informally as phetocopies. While they 
Temparanly ended here, the author had decided to take a 
sideways step d& the theme of women making revolutionary 
change on a world scale was taken wp by her in the book 
MIGHT VISION in 1993, Tt was only recently that the 
Amazon thread of She Military Arrafegy... was taken up 
again with chapter 4 of this senes, which has been published 
4s a separate booklet under the title Jailbreak Our OF 
History: the ve-hiography of Harriet Tubman, We 
encourage you to check out both the book WiCAT VISION: 
Huminaving War & Class an the Meo-colonial Terrain 
and JAICSAREAK, chapter 4 of The Military Strateey of 
Hornet ana Children, Both are available from Kersplebedeh 
In Canada and Stoop Sale Books in the os, (see inside front 
eaver for addresses), 


RECOMMENDED READING 


Jailbreak out of History 


the re-biography of Harriet Tubman 


This is a major biographical study, which 

refutes the standard “American” version 

Git OF | NISTORY of Harriet Tubman’s life. At a time when 

the re-biography of Harriet Tubman violence against women of color is at 

. 3 the center of world politics, uncovering 

the censored story of one Amazon points 

to answers that have nothing to do with 

government programs, police, or 
patriarchal politics. 


Chapter four in Butch Lee’s The Military 
Strategy of Women and Children series. 


by Butch Lee $8.75 Cdn/$5.75 US 


Think about Harriet Tubman. Take six months. In fact, 
take a year & think. Break it on down. What does it 
mean to be the most famous New Afrikan woman in U.s. 
history? What does it mean to be stuck in that lie? What’s 
the meaning of being famous while being hidden and 
dis-figured and dissed? Let’s jailbreak Harriet Tubman 
out of white his-story and place her in Amazon and New 
Afrikan herstory. Her story, her peoples’ story. 


Harriet Tubman’s life is a live weapon placed in our 
minds, showing us what it means to be an Amazon. Which 
is why the capitalist patriarchy has forbidden us to touch 
it for so long. In this, maybe for the first time, we can 
see Amazons as a future force in the clash of peoples & 
nations. Not as myths, but as players in the whole 
difficult course of world politics. We can also appreciate 
the bittersweet tang of reality, as the peeling away of 
layers of propaganda and disfigurement which have 
hidden Harriet from us exposes how much we assume 
and how little we’ve known. 


AVAILABLE From KERSPLEBEDEB AND STOOPSALE Booxks 
SEE INSIDE FRONT COVER FOR ADDRESSES 


Night-Vision: Hhoninating War & Class on the 
Neo-Colonial Terrain, by Butch Lee & Red Rover 


The inasfermaiion tod ned-colomal world fas only Depew, 
hui rt bromnes fo De at dramatic, as disorieniuing ‘T chamnre TA 
iwis the ori! enrapean cofanial comitest of the fenmarn 
nace. Capitation i again repping apart & reconstructing Me 
word, aad nothing itll be the same, Not race, not nation, wot 
gender, and certainly not whatever culture you wseel to hare, 


Note vo fare avicast rope as diverse as the drevan Natron 
and the Queer Natron and the Ay Hop Nation pudticly 
rejecting the right of the us. government to rule them... 

All the iiifding blocksof human culture - race, mendes, 
nation, aid espectaily class ~ are berg transformed wnaer 
areal pressure fo embody the sprritaf this neo-eolantal age. 


from Preface to Night-Vision 


“Night-Vision was so 
compelling to me because 


it has a spirit of 'NIGHT-VISION 


militancy which 
A ; Ses liiuminating War Gelass on 
relormis! feminism tries to the Meo-Colonial Terrain 


kill. It has that raw, 
unmediated truth-telling 
which | think we are going 
to need in order to deal 
with the fascism that's 
upon us.” 
—hell hooks, 
critical theorist 


Avaitasle Fron MERSPLESEDED AND StToorsaLe Boons 


SEE INSIDE FRONT COVER FOR ADDRESSES 


RECOMMENDED READING 


Setlers: fire Mythelogy of the White Proletariat, by J. Sakai 


“Setters, fhe Mymolagey of the White 
Profetartat, caused quile a stir in the anti 
Lmperiilist white left ond among 
nalionaliats of the Third World nations 
within the contines of the LS. empire as 
Well as anarchists and Moslems of this 
hemisphere, In short, amone all of us whe 
are ready and willing to smash or [RSS 
dismantle the empire, for whatever WHITE PO ETARIAT 
rensons, Ud whatever Peasciine.” by 2. Sakai 

—hKuwasi Balagoon 

Sew Afrikan Anarchist & 

Hack Liberation Army fighter, 146-1986 


AVAILABLE From KERSsPLEpepes ano STOOPSALE Booxs 
SEE INSIDE FRONT COVER FOR ADDRESSES 
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Now, in this exploration, we are moving onto the 
ground of meta-politics. Wild, vast and more orimal than 
the little, fenced:in suburban plots of wnat amerikkka 
calls “politics”. From the rape bordellos of the Balkans to 
the mass murder by AIDS in Afrika, women are being 
pushed to understand men’s society and, -most 
jnportantly, ourselves, Ina: different “way: The longest 
if Amazon rouney begins today. : 
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